
Member FDIC

A  Spe c i a l NPHS Spr ing Sports Se c t ion o f 
The Ne w Prague Time s, Apr i l 11, 2013



2/The New Prague Times/Spring Sports Section/April 11, 2013

ng you value 
Secure.®

s

Your #1 Fans . . . 

 The New Prague Trojan 
adapted softball team wel-
comes several new players as 
the team has expanded its co-
op. 
 New Prague has players 
from Tri-City United and 
Le Sueur-Henderson high 
schools on this year's squad. 
Coach Shellie Kriha, in her 
seventh year with the team, 
gains three players from those 
schools, which will help give 
some depth to the squad. 
 Julie Holgate returns as as-
sistant coach. Managers are 
Peityn Otto, Marcus Schoen-
bauer and Cody Meyer. 
 The Trojans were a young 
squad last year, and that 
group has gained experience 
and also brings great attitudes 
to the squad, Kriha said. 
 "The team continued to 
learn a lot and improve as the 
season went on. We finished 
with a 2-6 record but we had 
some close games that could 
have been wins."
 This year's squad will 
again be young and inexpe-
rienced. "We will be adding 
players at just about every 

position," Kriha noted. New-
comers include seventh grad-
ers Eva Johnson and Zack 
Crawford as well as Nicholas 
Welter and Chris Pena from 
LeSueur-Henderson. 
 "We will depend greatly on 
the leadership from our re-
turning players. Depending 
on how fast we are able to 
move our new players along 
with learning the skills and 
the rules of the game will de-
termine how far we go.  We 
have a group of athletes that 
are hard working, willing to 
learn, and are willing to play 
any position they are asked to 
play."
 The team's goals are to im-
prove on its record from last 
season and to finish in the top 
four of the league, earning a 
home playoff game. 
 Top returnees include ju-
nior Alex Palma, the team's 
starting pitcher for the last 
four seasons. "We will de-
pend on his strong leadership 
this year. He continues to be 
a key defensive player at the 
mound, making many great 
plays to first base and assist-

ing with some outs at home." 
He will also be one of the 
team's top hitters this year.
 Sophomore Matthew 
Schoenbauer is another key 
player. "Matthew brings great 
fundamental skills and will 
play shortstop. He has a good 
bat and is also fast. Matthew 
will also help us defensively 
this year and we will also 
need his strong leadership.
 Other returnees: Cassie 
Malecha is the team's only 
senior. "She is a hard work-
er and willing to learn.  She 
will do whatever is asked and 
works hard at doing a good 
job." 
 Sophomore Jacob Male-
cha: "Jacob has improved 
both his hitting and his field-
ing so we expect to see him 
have a strong season."
 Sophomore Stephanie 
Hayden: "It has been fun to 
watch her excitement as she 
has improved both at the 
plate and in the field."
 Sarah Oxborough, a fresh-
man, "A positive leader on 
the team who is willing to 
play and work hard to help 

the team improve."
 Charlie Zeilinger, an 
eighth-grader: "Charlie works 
hard and is improving with 
every practice. Charlie has 
also picked up his strength at 
the plate."
 Brookelyn Skluzacek, an 
eighth grader from TCU: 
"She has improved greatly as 
a hitter and will be our sec-
ond baseman this year."
 Eva Johnson, Zack Craw-
ford, Nicholas Welter, and 
Chris Pena are all new play-
ers this year. "We know that 
they are all excited to start 
and work hard to earn spots 
in the field.
 "Hitting and speed will be 
our team strengths," Kriha 
said. "We have a few strong 
returning players who are 
great leaders and have great 
bats. Their leadership and 

knowledge of the game will 
help us develop the new play-
ers.  
 "We need to continue to 
play at a consistent level in 
the field. We have new play-
ers at various positions, and it 
will take them some time to 
learn the game and get used 
to the position. It may take 
us some time. We need to be 
confident that we can com-
pete with the bigger teams 
and that our goal is not only 
to have fun, but it is to try to 
get to the state tournament 
again this year."
 Dakota United is the de-
fending Southern Division 
champion. "I see the big 
programs of Dakota United 
and Burnsville/Farmington/
Lakeville being very strong 
again this year. We need to 
work hard and finish strong." 

Team members this year : 
Senior:
Cassie Malecha

Junior:
Alex Palma

Sophomores:
Stephanie Hayden, Jacob 
Malecha, Matthew Schoen-
bauer

Freshman:
Sarah Oxborough

Eighth grade: 
Brookelyn Skluzacek, Char-
lie Zeilinger

Seventh grade: 
Zack Crawford, Eva Johnson, 
Chris Pena, Nicholas Welter

Chuck Kajer Photo

The New Prague/TCU/LSH adapted floor hockey team includes; (front row, left to right) 
Coach Julie Holgate, Zack Crawford, Cassie Malecha, Brookelyn Skluzacek, Eva John-
son, Coach Shellie Kriha; (middle row) Manager Cody Meyer, Jacob Malecha, Charlie 
Zeilinger, Sarah Oxborough, Stephanie Hayden, Nick Welter, Alex Palma, Manager 
Peityn Otto; (back row) Manager Marcus Schoenbauer, Matthew Schoenbauer.

Adapted softball features young squad

 Coach Dan Puls has lofty 
expectations from this year's 
boys golf team as it enters the 
2013 season. 
 Five letterwinners are back 
from the squad that set a 
school record for lowest 18-
hole round last year at Deer 
Run Golf Course. Puls, in his 
29th years as head coach, led 
his team to a third-place fin-
ish at last year's Missota Con-
ference meet, but the team 
had a disappointing outing at 
the Section 2AAA meet and 
finished 10th, not advancing 
to the second round. 
 Jim Witty returns as Puls' 
assistant coach. 
 There are 28 students out 
for this year's squad, and 
Puls expects the squad to be 
competitive in the Missota 
and hopefully make the team 

finals. This year's Sectional 
meet is a bit closer to home, 
at Ridges at Sand Creek in 
Jordan. 
 The Trojans have five re-
turning letter winners — se-
nior co-captains James Brod 
and Jack Pexa, and juniors 
Connor Amundsen, Austin 
Kottke and Jake Witt. High-
light of last year's squad is 
the 291 posted by the team at 
the Chanhassen Invitational 
at Deer Run GC in Victoria. 
Michael Geiger was the lone 
senior on last year's team and 
Puls has a number of players 
with JV experience who hope 
to fill that spot on the roster 
and push the returning varsity 
players for their spot. These 
include juniors Ray Petroski, 
Jakob Friedges and Kaleb 
Gregor, sophomore Ben Witt, 

freshman Hunter Witt and 
eighth-grader Michael Gei-
ger. 
 “Hopefully, two or three of 
these individuals will strong-
ly compete for varsity spots 
or continue to positively con-
tribute to the JV position. It 
will be interesting to see who 
makes a move within this 
group of players.  Consisten-
cy will be the key factor.”
 Weather has been much dif-
ferent this spring compared to 
last year, when golfers were 
on the course in early March. 
The team had not had a full 
practice on the course before 
this week, and the weather 
does not look promising in 
the early part of the season. 
 "We collected forms and 
fees, went over the basic rules 

Boys golf team aiming 
to finish strong

Boys Golf: See Page 3
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 Coming off a 7-13 regular 
season (4-10 in the Missota 
Conference), New Prague 
High School baseball coach 
Tom Wetschka is hoping 
to see improvement for his 
squad in the 2013 season.
 "We returned three seniors 
and two juniors from last 
spring's starting lineup," said 
the coach, in his fourth year 
at the helm of the Trojan pro-
gram. "We have several other 
seniors and juniors to fill the 
other positions in the lineup. 
Many of them saw valuable 
playing time last year at the 
varsity, JV and Legion level 
and are ready to step into 
roles on this year's team. 
 Wetschka will be assisted 
by Rick Bell, Sean DuBe` 
and Matt Sticha. They had 77 
players report for practice in 
grades 9-12. Student manag-
ers for the Trojans are Heath-
er Vikla and Kallie Grams. 
 Top returnees for the Tro-
jans: 
 Eric Wagner: A center-
fielder with great speed and 
on-base percentage, Wagner 
will be the defensive leader 
and the leadoff hitter.
 Brok Schwartzkopf: An-
other team leader with excel-
lent hands defensively and 
offensively. He will see time 
at first base and at designated 
hitter and will also get time 
on the mound. "We will look 
to Brok to be an offensive 
leader and drive runs in," 
Wetschka said. 
 Ben Doerr: His junior sea-
son was shortened with an 
ankle injury, but he's healthy 
this year and will play right 

field and be in the pitching 
rotation. "We also look for 
Ben to be an offensive lead-
er," Wetschka said. 
 Daniel Feneis: A junior 
starting pitcher who has ex-
cellent control and command 
of his pitches. "Daniel can 
provide a low ERA that will 
keep us in games."
 Joe Heinz: A junior catcher 
with a tremendous work ethic 
who provided strong offen-
sive production last spring.
After those five, Wetschka 
said the Trojans have a group 
of seniors and juniors who 
have put a great deal of time 
and effort into preparing for 
this season. "They have also 
worked their way through our 
program and ready to take ad-
vantage of their opportunity 

this year."
 With limited opportunity 
to work outside, Wetschka 
said the team has concen-
trated their early practices 
on team defense and our hit-
ting philosophy. "Working on 
the small skill fundamentals 
should help us on the field."
 He sees offensive produc-
tion as key to the team's suc-
cess. "We need to score runs 
when we have the chance and 
be willing to have each player 
accept the personal and team 
role they are assigned," he 
said. "We are confident that 
our defense will keep us in 
games and help our pitchers.  
Our number one goal is to hit 
the ball with power.
 "We want to be the most 
competitive team we can be 

each game. By accomplish-
ing this goal we feel we can 
compete in the upper tier 
of the Missota Conference 
and put ourselves in a good 
seeding position in Section 
2AAA."
 Red Wing is the defending 
Missota Conference cham-
pion and they, along with 
Shakopee and Chaska, are the 
top contenders in the Missota 
Conference. Wetschka is con-
fident that his team can play 
with those three and finish in 
the upper half of the confer-
ence
 Eden Prairie is the defend-
ing Section 2AAA champion. 
Wetschka said the Eagles, 
along with Minnetonka, 
Mankato West and Waconia, 
look to be the toughest teams 

in the section. "We feel we 
can earn an upper seed that 
will give us a chance at com-
peting with the final four fa-
vorites in the section."
 Weather permitting, the 
Trojans are scheduled to play 
Thursday, April 11, against 
Shakopee, and to host Buffa-
lo and Willmar in three-team 
round-robin Saturday, April 
13, at home. New Prague 
plays Buffalo at 11 a.m. Buf-
falo faces Willmar at 1 p.m. 
and Willmar and the Trojans 
play at 3 p.m. 

Baseball roster
Seniors
Michael Coldagelli, Benja-
min Doerr, Michael Gillen, 
Brandon Goblirsch, Jason 
Kazlauskas, Brok Schwartz-

kopf, Cody Sirek, Sam So-
bieck, Eric Wagner, Eric War-
nemunde

Juniors
Danny Beckius, Jordan (Bil-
ly) Cole, Logan Dykstra, Ja-
cob Ekness, Daniel Feneis,  
Joe Heinz, Paul Hentges, 
Peter Lim, Benjamin Miller, 
Cole Minnick, Nathan Olson, 
Hunter Piehl, Joseph Schou-
viller, Cody Shimota, Cullen 
Smith, Tyler Sticha

Sophomores
Gage Bergman, Casey 
Busch, Ben Buthe, Sheldon 
Carpentier, James Fuerniss, 
Kody Hadler, Jacob Holden, 
Austin Iverson, Tyler John-
son, Joe Kane, Jacob Klein, 
Jacob McDonald, Michael 
Meyer, Adam Schmitz, Mi-
chael Schumacher, Mitchell 
Schumacher, Austin Wessel

Freshmen
Frank Bartyzal, Sam Ceple-
cha, Jordan Chlan, Ian Chro-
my, Zachary Davis, Daniel 
DeGross, Tyler Duque, Sam-
uel Eaton, Garrett Goettsch, 
Alexander Gregor, Bridger 
Hahn, Nick Heinz, Samuel 
Kjos, Taylor Lambrecht, 
Charlie Lannon, Nicholas 
Lehman, Adam Meyer, Clay-
ton Meyer, Nathan Meyer, 
Dylan O’Conner, Brady 
O’Neill, Alex Peters, Connor 
Pint, Brant Sacker, Cameron 
Schmitz, Matthew Schmitz, 
Andrew Schoenbauer, Na-
than Simon, Dylan Sklu-
zacek, Hunter Solheid, Jor-
dan Stocker, Frank Zvanovec
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Members of the Trojan varsity and JV baseball teams are (front row, left to right) Jake Klein, Danny Beckius, 
Ben Buthe, Joe Schouviller, Peter Lim, Cody Shimota, Joe Heinz, Paul Hentges, Nathan Olson; (middle) Brandon 
Goblirsch, Sam Sobieck, Eric Wagner, Michael Coldagelli, Ben Doerr, Hunter Piehl, Eric Warnemunde, Mike Gillen, 
Cullen Smith; (back) Jake Ekness, Ben Miller, Jason Kazlauskas, Brok Schwartzkopf, Cole Minnick, Logan Dykstra, 
James Fuerniss, Cody Sirek and Daniel Feneis. 

Offensive production key to Trojans' success

From Page 2
of golf and have done some 
inside 'practices,' said Puls. 
 "We are looking forward 
to getting out to New Prague 
Golf Club or CreeksBend for 
range work, short game drills 
and playing some holes."  
 Puls said his team needs to 
work on playing consistently 
as a team. "Depending on 
weather conditions we need 
to play in 302-312 range to 
be competitive week in and 
week out.
 "We want to battle for the 
Missota Championship and 
be competitive in the Section-
als.
 Chanhassen is the confer-

ence and section champion. 
Puls said Chanhassen, Chas-
ka and New Prague are the fa-
vorites this year. Puls expects 
the Storm and Eden Prairie to 
be among the favorites. 
 "If we play Ridges at Sand 
Creek to our ability at sec-
tions, we should be very com-
petitive," Puls added. 

Boys Golf roster
Seniors
James Brod, Jack Pexa

Juniors
Connor Amundsen, Andrew 
Buckman, Matthew Cut-
ter, Jakob Friedges, Kaleb 
Gregor, Ethan Hanten, Jarden 

Kolstad, Austin Kottke, 
Brennan LeMay, Kelson 
Oram, Harold Patton, Ray 
Petroski, Alex Shepherd, 
Collin Smisek, Austin War-
ner, Jacob Witt

Sophomore
Ben Witt

Freshmen
West Bennett, Matthew Gaul-
ke, Jacob Harvey, Mitchel 
Kajer, Samuel Olson, Kyle 
Skaja, Zach Skaja, Hunter 
Witt

Eighth grade
Michael Geiger,  Noah Kottke

Chuck Kajer Photo

Members of the Trojan boys golf team are (front row, left to right) Ben Witt, Mitch Ka-
jer, Wes Bennett, Jake Harvey, Hunter Witt, Zack Skaja, Matt Gaulke, Michael Geiger, 
Kaleb Gregor; (middle) James Brod, Jake Patton, Austin Warner, Kelson Oram, Noah 
Kottke, Kyle Skaja, Ray Petroski, Coach Jim Witty; (back) Coach Dan Puls, Connor 
Amundsen, Austin Kottke, Jack Pexa, Jake Witt, Brennan LeMay, Jakob Friedges, An-
drew Buckman and Alex Shepherd.

Boys Golf: will battle for Missota crown
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 Nat Wagner takes over as 
the head softball coach at 
New Prague High School 
this season. He succeeds Pat 
Perkinson, who resigned after 
four years at the helm of the 
Trojan program. 
 Wagner has an extensive 
background as a softball 
coach. He works with sum-
mer programs and he served 
as an assistant at the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas in St. Paul 
as well as at Hopkins High 
School. This is his first stint 
as a head coach at the high 
school level. He is assisted 
this year by Kurt Seurer, 
Anna Witty, John McFarland 
and Joel Munson. 
 New Prague is in arguably 
one of the strongest confer-
ences and sections in the state 
for softball, and the Trojans 

finished last season with a 
9-12 record (6-8 Missota). 
The new coach is optimis-
tic about the outlook for the 
team, which had 48 athletes 
in grades 9-12 report for 
practice this season.  
 "This group is young but 
talented," he said. "We have 
a promising blend of valuable 
veteran leaders and athletic 
underclassmen. We expect to 
compete for a conference and 
sectional championship." 
 Wagner said his team re-
turns strength up the middle 
with sisters A.J. and Ashley 
Hoffman as middle infielders 
and standout junior center-
fielder Kelsey McFarland and 
pitcher/third baseman Brit 
Reed. 
 "A.J. brings tremendous 
quickness to our defense, and 

she has marked herself as an 
exceptional leader," Wagner 
said. "Ashley brings to the 
shortstop position a strong 
arm and smooth glove work 
that anchors our infield play. 
Kelsey is a five-tool player, 
whose energy and athleticism 
make her a force both offen-
sively and defensively. 
 Maddie Giesen rounds out 
this group as a strong returner 
at first base, providing nice 
quickness against the short 
game and setting the table as 
a potent and dynamic lead-off 
hitter."
 As for newcomers to the 
varsity level, Wagner said 
Bridget Ellanson will con-
tribute immediately, while 
Taylor Koehnen and Nichole 
Reed present a promising 
young battery. In the outfield, 

Yvette Hansen and Taylor 
Husted will bookend McFar-
land and round out a speedy 
and athletic group. 
 Over the first few weeks 
of practice, Wagner said the 
squad has been working hard 
to polish their fundamentals - 
to build skills and habits that 
will serve as an important 
foundation. 
 "Best of all, they are chal-
lenging one another in prac-
tice to do the little things the 
right way," he added. "We 
talk a lot about the ingredi-
ents of a winning culture, and 
they are building something 
special. They are embracing 
a spirit of selfless diligence 
that will really pay off down 
the stretch." 
 Wagner said the team needs 
to improve in absolutely ev-

ery aspect of the game in or-
der to reach its goals. "While 
this is not a rebuilding year, it 
is a building year. We need to 
refine our fundamentals with 
a microscopic eye for detail." 
 Wagner isn't shy about 
just what his team's goals 
are: "We want to win a state 
championship," he said. 
 Farmington and Shako-
pee are the defending Mis-
sota Conference champions. 
"These are tremendous pro-
grams. Farmington has elite 
pitching, and Shakopee has a 
stable of outstanding athletes. 
We will have our hands full, 
but if we compete with them 
hard every pitch, we will 
be successful." He expects 
Chaska and Chanhassen to 
also be strong this year. "The 
conference is up for grabs," 
he said. "Our goal is to win 
it. So I want the kids to en-
vision that. I see the confer-
ence decided in a series of 
dog-fights, and we want to be 
the team that wins those dog-
fights."
 Mankato East is the de-
fending Section 2AAA cham-
pion. "This team lost a superb 
pitcher in Colie Ries. They 
are well coached, and like 
Mankato West, they draw 
from an enthusiastic softball 
culture down in Mankato. 
East will be tough again, but 
Prior Lake has, to my mind, 
the most athletic team in the 
state. Mankato West is always 
solid, and Eden Prairie has 
great catching and pitching, 
along with outstanding lead-
ership. Minnetonka is loaded 
as well. And one can't forget 
about very athletic Missota 
teams in the mix. This may 
well be the toughest section 

in the state this year. Again, 
our goal is to win it. So I en-
vision that happening."
 Weather permitting, the 
Trojans are scheduled to host 
Shakopee at 4:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 11, and play in the 
Mankato West Invitational 
Saturday, April 13, at Caswell 
Park in North Mankato. The 
Trojans will face Apple Val-
ley in the first round. Other 
teams in the tournament are 
Burnsville, Chaska, Lakeville 
North, Waconia and Roches-
ter Lourdes.  

Softball roster
Seniors
Hayley Breyer, Ali Jo Hoff-
man, Jill Malecha, Katie 
Morris

Juniors
Hanna Henning, Katherine Il-
lies, Helena Johnson, Kelsey 
McFarland, Brittni Rezac

Sophomores
Melissa Bastyr, Cassandra 
Dietz, Allison Dyslin, Bridg-
et Ellanson, Maddie Giesen, 
Sarah Goblirsch, Ashley 
Hoffman, Samantha Hvid-
sten, Danielle Lafavor, Tay-
lor Munson, Alyssa Novak, 
Brittany Reed, Star Schipper, 
Anna Smisek

Freshmen
Leah Bissell, Hollie Boyer, 
Mary Carson, Cassandra 
Daniels, Brianna Ellanson, 
Julia Hertaus, Kate McGan-
non, Alissa Zweber, Taylor 
Schultz, Quinn Schwartzkopf
 
Eighth graders
Ellie Beatrez, Megan Gie-
sen, Taylor Hustad, Jessica 
Kaufman, Taylor Koehnen, 
MacKenzie Kollasch, Nicho-
le Reed, Abby Vivant

Seventh graders
Yvette Hansen, Maggie 
O’Neill, Amanda Vivant

Chuck Kajer Photo

Members of the Trojan varsity and JV softball teams are (front row, left to right) Allison Dyslin, Hannah Henning, 
Jill Malecha, Brittni Rezac, Taylor Schultz, Alyssa Novak, Cassie Dietz; (second row) Star Schipper, Bridget Ellan-
son, Leah Bissell, Maddie Giesen, Hayley Breyer, A.J. Hoffman, Helena Johnson, Katie Morris, Brit Reed, Taylor 
Koehnen; (back) Kat Illies, Brianna Ellanson, Kelsey McFarland, Yvette Hansen, Sam Hvidsten, Dani LaFavor, Tay-
lor Hustad, Nichole Reed, Ashley Hoffman and Sarah Goblirsch.

New softball coach has 
lofty goals for young squad
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 New Prague's boys ten-
nis team is coming off one 
of its best seasons in recent 
memory, having sported a 
5-11 record (1-6 Missota). 
Coach Robb Morris, in his 
fourth year, says the outlook 
is mixed with seven of 10 
varsity players having gradu-
ated, but the returning players 
having improved and a good 
group of athletes hoping to 
fill in the vacated spots. 
 Kyle Zellner is the Trojans' 
assistant coach. There are 32 
athletes on this year's squad. 
"We lost a lot of athletes to 
graduation, including the top 
two singles players and top 
two doubles teams. We will 
be hard pressed to replace 
these players, but we hope to 
improve as the season pro-
gresses and the new players 
learn how to play the game."
Morris said the team plans 
to improve on last year's win 
total and surprise some teams 

in the section tourney.
 Top returning athletes in-
clude Malachi Smith, a tall, 
aggressive player who will 
get time playing at the top 
singles and doubles positions 
this year. Eric Morris is a 
young but smart and skilled 
player who will also play 
some singles and doubles. 
Jace Manthe is one of the 
most experienced players on 
the Trojan squad, and he will 
mostly play as one of the top 
singles players this year. Max 
Wicklander has played a lot 
over the winter and looks to 
be ready to grab one of the 
singles slots.
 Other returning athletes 
on the squad include Kyle 
Zweber, Cody Gebur, Taylor 
Breyer, Adam Ilkka and Tony 
Erickson. All appear ready to 
compete for a varsity spot. 
New players include Kyle 
Rookaird, Jake McGeorge, 
Nathan Zweber, Luke Washa, 

Nick Simon, Calvin Rezac , 
Tony Kocina and Tony Lar-
son. 
 "All of these should have a 
chance at varsity as the sea-
son progresses," Morris said. 
"I am very happy with the 
increased number of players 
we have this year. We gained 
more than 10 players on our 
roster. The new players, al-
though inexperienced, look to 
be athletic, hard working and 
coachable and I expect them 
to improve on a daily basis as 
they get some experience on 
the courts."
 That said, Morris stressed 
that one of the keys will be 
teaching all the new players 
the basic skills and strategy 
of the game. 
 As for goals for the season: 
"We expect to meet or exceed 
last year's win total and to 
surprise some team at the sec-
tional tournament," he said. 
 Red Wing is the defending 

Missota Conference cham-
pion, and Morris expects the 
Wingers to put out their usual 
strong squad. Shakopee will 
also have a contending team. 
 "We still have a way to go, 
so we will probably be in the 
lower half of the conference. 
 Eden Prairie is the defend-
ing Section 2AA champion. 
Morris said they and Min-
netonka will be the teams to 
beat. "We are hoping to get 
past the first round of sections 
this year," he said. 
 The Trojans already have 
two matches under their belts, 
losing to Albert Lea and New 
Ulm. Their next match is 
scheduled for Friday, April 
12, at Waseca. They host the 
New Prague Invitational on 
Saturday, April 13, with Co-
lumbia Heights, Chanhassen 
and Faribault. 

Tennis roster
Seniors

Brady Carstens, Dylan Chlan, 
Tony Kocina, Jace Manthe, 
Brady Pavek, Nick Simon, 
Malachi Smith, Luke Vankui-
ken, Luke Washa, Kyle Zwe-
ber

Juniors
Tony Erickson, Cody Gebur, 
Adam Ilkka, Jake McGeorge-
Laudenbach, Calvin Rezac, 
Kyle Rookaird, Nathan  Zwe-
ber

Sophomores
Taylor Breyer, Coleman Fi-
erst, Nicholas Hanson, Elliot 
Kazlauskas, Jacob Strand, 
Nathan Warnemunde, Max 
Wickander

Freshman
Vinh Klinzing

Eighth grade
Max Buccelli, Tony Larson, 
Eric Morris

Chuck Kajer Photo

The Trojan boys tennis team includes: (front row left to right) Brady Pavek, Ryan Smisek, Jake Strand, Eric Morris, Max Buccelli, Vinh Klinzing, 
Evan Cashman, Calvin Rezac, Luke Washa, Luke Vankuiken; (middle) Jameison Lindquist, Jace Manthe, Nathan Zweber, Kyle Zweber, Kyle Roo-
kaird, Tony Kocina, Nick Simon, Dylan Chlan, Taylor Breyer, Max Wicklander, Tony Larson; (back) Coach Robb Morris, Elliott Kazlauskas, Nick 
Hanson, Adam Ilkka, Jake McGeorge, Malachi Smith, Brady Carstens, Coleman Fierst, Cody Gebur, Connor O'Rourke, Nathan Warnemunde and 
Coach Kyle Zellner. Missing from the photo are Tony Erickson and Hayden Girard.

Tennis team hopes to continue 
after improved record last year

MSHSL Section 
Assignments

Baseball - Section 2AAA
Buffalo 

Chanhassen 
Chaska 

Eden Prairie 
Hutchinson 

Mankato East 
Mankato West 
Minnetonka 
New Prague 

Shakopee 
Waconia 
Willmar  

Boys and Girls Golf -
Section 2AAA

Bloomington Jefferson 
Bloomington Kennedy 

Burnsville 
Chanhassen 

Chaska 
Eden Prairie 

Lakeville South 
Mankato East (girls only) 

Mankato West 
New Prague 
Prior Lake 
Shakopee 
Waconia  

Softball - Section 2AAA
Chanhassen 

Chaska 
Eden Prairie 
Hutchinson 

Mankato East 
Mankato West 
Minnetonka 
New Prague 
Prior Lake 
Shakopee 
Waconia 
Willmar  

Boys Tennis - Section 2AA
Chanhassen 

Chaska 
Eden Prairie 
Hutchinson 

Mankato East/Loyola
Mankato West 
Minnetonka 
New Prague 
New Ulm  

Orono 
Prior Lake 
Shakopee 
Willmar  

Track & Field -
Section 2AA

Buffalo 
Chanhassen 

Chaska 
Dassel-Cokato 

Delano 
Holy Family Catholic 

Hutchinson 
Mankato East 
Mankato West 

Marshall 
Mound Westonka 

New Prague 
New Ulm 
Shakopee 
Waconia 

Worthington

AdApted SoftbAll, CI
State qualifier game: Week of May 19
State Tournament: May 31-June 1, Coon Rapids HS

boyS tennIS
Section 2AA 
 Team: May 14 & 16 (at high seeds) 
 May 21, at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter
 Individuals: May 25 & 28, at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter
State AA Tournament
 Team: June 4-5, at Baseline Tennis Center, U of M
 Individuals: June 6-7, at Baseline Tennis Center, U of M 

SoftbAll
Section 2AAA: May 23, 25, 28 & 30 at Caswell Park, North Mankato
State AAA Tournament: June 6-7, at Caswell Park, North Mankato

bASebAll
Section 2AAA: May 24 & 27, elimination games (at high seed)
June 1, 4, 5 - Final Four double elimination (at high seed)
State AAA  Tournament: June 13-14, Midway Stadium, St. Paul
June 17, Target Field, Minneapolis

trACk & fIeld
Section 2AA: May 29-31, at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter
State AA meet: June 7-8, at Hamline University, St. Paul

boyS & GIrlS Golf
Section 2AAA: June 3-4, at Ridges at Sand Creek, Jordan
State AAA Tournament: June 11-12, at Bunker Hills GC, Coon Rapids

Postseason Tournament dates and locations
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CALL ME TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE.

Melissa Kreuser, Agent
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New Prague, MN 56071
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 The New Prague Trojan 
girls track and field team will 
be looking to get back into 
the upper tiers of both the 
Missota Conference and Sec-
tion 2AAA. 
 The Trojans had a great 
run of success that included 
several section champion-
ships, but were hit heavily by 
graduation the last couple of 
years and dropped to a sixth 
place conference and eighth 
place section finish last year. 
Josephson, in his 13th season, 
is assisted by Kari Schroeder, 
Cathy Ilkka, Jason Wacek, 
Dirk Wells, Mike Hougen, 
Brooke Baskau this year. Stu-
dent manager is Casey Cole. 
He has 80 girls in grades 9-12 
out for this year's squad. 
 "We are a young team with 
outstanding senior leader-
ship," he said of this year's 
team. "We look to improve 
each day and come together 
to become a championship 
team. With the mixture of 
awesome seniors with the 
hungry young athletes, this 
will be a highly successful 
team."
 Top returning athletes this 
year include: 
 Mikaela Algren: A senior 

mid-distance runner, Algren 
will be a huge part of the 
success for the 4x800 and 
the 4x400 relay team. She 
also will be one of the top 
800-meter runners in the con-
ference, section and state. 
 Sydney Samson: Another 
senior who competes in hur-
dles, sprints and triple jump. 
Samson set the school record 
in the 100 m hurdles last year 
and looks to also take the 300 
m record this year on her way 
to going to state in the hurdles 
and the triple jump. She will 
also be on the 4 x 200 relay 
team, being one of the faster 
200 runners.  
 Emily Vikla, Rachel 
Thompson and Kayla Kroyer: 
"Our throwers have worked 
hard over the past year to im-
prove, it will be fun to watch 
how much our technique and 
therefore distances have im-
proved," Josephson said. 
 Jessica and Jaimie Nieder-
mayer: Theses seniors will 
both compete in the pole 
vault and 100 m. dash, as 
well as the long jump and 4 
x 100 m relay. "They will get 
many valuable points in the 
pole vault and long jump," 
Josephson said. "They will 

help propel our sprinters to 
the next level."
 Josephson said there are 
many other athletes who will 
have the opportunity to step 
up and contribute to the var-
sity. 
 "I like the positive energy 
the team is putting out. There 
is a revitalization of New 
Prague track and field with 
this year’s student athletes. 
They are listening to the 
coaches, learning and getting 
better. They want to get bet-
ter and will work at improv-
ing themselves and therefore 
their team. There is a great 
team mentality being shown 
this year’s squad.  
 Our team goal this year is 
to move up the ranks in the 
true team conference, win 
the conference relays, and the 
conference meet at the ninth 
grade, JV and varsity levels." 
Northfield is the defending 
Missota Conference champi-
on. Josephson said this year's 
favorites are Farmington, 
Chanhassen and New Prague. 
"We expect to be at the top," 
he added.  
 Chanhassen won the Sec-
tion 2AA championship last 
year. "This section is always 

up for grabs," he said. "Both 
Mankato schools have solid 
programs, Chan is at the top, 
as well as Shako and us. 
 "We see ourselves improv-
ing and the section meet be-
ing the pinnacle of the season 
for many of our athletes," 
Josephson said. "We look to 
move several of our athletes 
on to state."
 The Trojans' opening meet 
on April 4 was cancelled due 
to field conditions. They are 
scheduled to compete at Sha-
kopee on Friday, April 12 
(weather permitting) and will 
compete in the Farmington 
Girls Relays on Thursday, 
April 18. Their only home 
meet remaining on the sched-
ule is the New Prague Invita-
tional on Saturday, May 4. 

Girls track roster
Seniors
Mikaela Algren, Sarah Al-
len, Karlee Blanchard, Ally 
Busch, Moukda Chaunla-
many, Shannen Dietz, Annie 
Dittberner, Korrin Dvorak, 
Mara Haugen, Bethany 
Hrabe, Kayla Kroyer, Audrey 
Maday, Jaimie Niedermayer, 
Jessica Niedermayer, Sophie 
Puente, Lilly Rezac, Sydney 

Samson, Kelsey Simon, Ra-
chel Thompson, Rena Weis, 
Rochelle Widmer
 
Juniors
Ashley Altschul, Christine 
Anderson, Ashley Axel, Ellen 
Bartyzal, Brittany Buro, Ma-
rissa Ekness, Mikayla Giles, 
Ella Grote, Rachel Haecherl, 
Kesenya Havlicek, Alyssa 
Kranz, Shelby Kranz, Alyssa 
Logue, Cara Macris, Liza 
Niedermayer, Hannah Piehl, 
Madison Reinke, Christine 
Simon, Darbie Smith, Mi-
chaela Stankey, Emily Vikla, 
Devyn Wallem, Korey Wil-
son, Kalli Woyda
 
Sophomores
Jessica Allar, Mallory Ap-
plegate, Kasey Bartyzal, 
Meaghan Bowman, Cami 
Brod, Hannah Daniels, Dary-
us Dunbar, Michaela Emond, 
Rebecca Floden, Francesca 
Gliori, Sheridan Guerrette, 
Katherine Hummel, Sara 
Jewison, Elisa Johnson, Ma-
rissa Kivi, Monica Kuehl, 
Mikala Larson,  Amber Lord, 
Hanna Maddaus, MiKayla 
McDonough, Stephany Me-
dina, Jenna Randolph, Olivia 
Rezac, Danielle Simones, So-

phie Smith, Taylor Syvong-
say (Gall), Courtney Thoma-
son, Britin Thomsen, Kassie 
Vivant, Rachel Wormer

Freshmen
Madeliene Aase, Natasha 
Bennett, Maria Berg, Audrey 
Busch, Jirina Flicek, Katrina 
Hartman, Alissa Hutchinson, 
Cierra Hutchinson, Abbey 
Kajer, Alexandra Kreutzian, 
Ally Kubes, Brianna Meyer, 
Abby Milinkovich, Maya 
Moeller, Gina Pecholt, Mary 
Russell, Lilly Schulte, Alli-
son Shorter, Mariah Simon, 
Morgan Skluzacek, Alexis 
Solheid, Madeline Svoboda, 
Jennifer Theis, Lindsay Vo-
gel, Haylee Weaver, Skylar 
Whitcomb, Grace Yackly, 
Lillie Zink
 
Eighth graders
Mikayla Breiner, Maizie De-
ihl, Rosalia Friedges, Karly 
Hahn, Alise Ilkka, Megan 
Larson, Alyssa Rhoten, Des-
tiny Theilmann

Seventh grader
Catie Skaja

Chuck Kajer Photo

Members of the Trojan girls track and field team are (front row, left to right) Korey Wilson, Olivia Rezac, Hannah Maddaus, Jessica Allar, Mikayla McDonough, Mallory Apple-
gate, Sophie Smith, Michaela Stankey, Morgan Skluzacek, Sara Jewison, Abbey Kajer, Mary Russell, Tasha Bennett, Bri Meyer, Jen Theis, Lilly Schulte, Danielle Simones, Steph 
Medina, Haylee Weaver, Lexi Kreutzian, Megan Larson; (second row) Rachel Haecherl, Kalli Woyda, Maria Berg, Hannah Piehl, Jessica Niedermayer, Jaimie Niedermayer, 
Monica Kuehl, Kasey Bartyzal, Brit Thomsen, Jenna Randolph, Hannah Daniels, Taylor Gall, Cierra Hutchinson, Ally Hutchinson, Meaghan Bowman, Rachel Wormer, Abby 
Milkinkovich, Jirina Flicek, Alyssa Rhoten, Karly Hahn, Maizie Deihl, Grace Yackly, Emily Vikla; (back) Maria Eischens, Rena Weis, Shelby Kranz, Alyssa Kranz, Katrina 
Hartmann, Ally Kubes, Mikaela Algren, Sydney Samson, Annie Dittberner, Lilly Rezac, Marissa Ekness, Ally Shorter, Alexis Solheid, Rochelle Widmer, Mikayla Giles, Ella 
Grote, Ashley Altschul, Kayla Kroyer, Alisa Ilkka, Rosie Friedges, Juliana Lewis, Destiny Theilmann and Mikayla Breiner. 

Girls track squad aims for return to top

112 E Main St • New Prague
Mon. 9-6, Tues. - Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-Noon

www.goldsmitheye.com
952-758-2080
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Good Luck
Trojans!

Bowl for the fun of it!

 The New Prague High 
School boys track team hopes 
to move up in the standings in 
both the Missota Conference 
and Section 2AA fields this 
season. 
 Last year the Trojans fin-
ished seventh in the confer-
ence and 10th in the section, 
both disappointing finishes 
after having some recent suc-
cess. 
 Coach Nick Meyer has 55 
athletes in grades 9-12 out 
for the team. Meyer is work-
ing with assistant coaches 
Mike Hougan, Dirk Wells, 
Jason Wacek, Brooke Bes-
kau, Cathy Ilkka and Kari 
Schroeder, along with head 
girls coach Johnny Joseph-
son, who coaches the team's 
sprinters. 
 "We're looking forward 
to a fun and successful sea-
son," Meyer said. "We have 
an excellent group of senior 
leaders. Several of them have 
been contributors at the varsi-
ty level since they were ninth 
or 10th graders, and they are 
one of the best senior classes 
in the Missota."
 He said the team also has a 
"supporting cast" of younger 
athletes who will help.  

"So far, practices have been 
great, the kids have been 
working hard and there has 
been a very positive energy," 
he said. 
 Top returning athletes this 
season include: 
 Ben Hendrickson: One of 
the team's top sprinters and 
best pole vaulter, Hendrick-
son, a senior captain, helped 
set the school record in the 
4x100 meters last spring and 
also placed in the 100 meters 
and pole vault at the confer-
ence meet.   
 Blake Wooten and Zach Di-
etz: These two senior captains 
are among the best distance 
runners in the Missota. They 
are both All-Conference run-
ners multiple times between 
cross country and track and 
will both make a run at the 
1600 m and 3200 m school 
records. 
 Carter Dorzinski: He is also 
coming off an All-Missota 
season in cross country and 
will fill an important role 
in the distance events this 
spring.
 Thomas Widmer: He is one 
of the team's better jumpers 
and long sprinters. As a se-
nior, he will be looked at to 

provide leadership and stabil-
ity in those events.
 Foster Gall: A four-year 
contributor at the varsity 
level in the sprints and long 
jump, Gall helped set the 4 x 
100 school record last spring.  
Josh Polson: A junior who 
will be contributing for his 
third season at the varsity 
level, and is one of the team's 
best sprinters and long jump-
ers. 
 Dakota Greenwalt: Green-
walt ran the 800 last year and 
will also likely contribute on 
the 4 x 400 relay this spring.
Meyer also looks for good 
things from seniors Jacob 
Wormer (hurdles), Jason 
Erickson (distance) and Eli 
Breiner (pole vault, sprints). 
Travis Wick will be the top 
returning thrower and has 
shown great leadership with 
that group. JT Butler was new 
to track and field last spring 
and is one of the best athletes 
on the team. He will contrib-
ute in the jumps, sprints, and 
hurdles. Greg Vogel was a 
varsity hurdler last spring, and 
he will have a good chance 
to contribute in three or four 
events this spring. Peter Mo-
litor will be ready to step into 

a varsity sprinter/jumper role. 
Zach Jones is new to the dis-
trict, but he'll be a four-event 
contributor in the long sprints 
and horizontal jumps. Drew 
Schoenbauer had a stand-
out season last spring as a 
ninth grader, earning a spot 
as a varsity jumper.  He will 
also contribute this spring in 
the sprints, likely filling 3-4 
events for the team. Chris Ek-
blad is a talented athlete and 
a very hard worker.  His off-
season training has put him in 
position as one of the team's 
best athletes, and we believe 
he can contribute in several 
sprinting and jumping events. 
Wyatt Midtvedt had a suc-
cessful fall in cross country. 
His first indoor race of the 
season put him on the NP Top 
Ten List in the 1600m. 
 "We've had three weeks of 
practice, and despite the un-
seasonably cold weather that 
has kept us inside, I have 
been very happy with the 
work ethic and the positive 
attitudes," Meyer said. The 
seniors have provided very 
good leadership and every-
one is making the best of the 
practices."
 He added that there are 

some events in which the 
Trojans do not have much 
varsity experience. "We'll 
need younger and newer ath-
letes to fill those roles. Those 
guys will have to make the 
best of every practice and 
meet so that they can make 
strides each week of the sea-
son."
 Meyer said the seniors have 
set the goal of placing among 
the top tier of the Missota 
Conference Championships 
for the 9th Grade, JV, and 
Varsity levels. "We'd also like 
to improve upon our finish 
from last spring in the key 
meets (Missota Relays, True 
Team, Section 2AA).  Along 
the way, the goal is for all 
of our individuals and relays 
to improve steadily, setting 
as many personal records as 
possible.  And we'll have a 
lot of fun throughout the sea-
son."
 Chanhassen is the defend-
ing Missota Conference 
champion. Meyer said the 
Storm and Farmington are 
likely the top two teams this 
year, with New Prague, Chas-
ka, and Shakopee fighting for 
the next spots. 
 Buffalo is the defending 

Section 2AA champion, and 
looks to be the favorite again 
this year. "We are aiming to 
be in the top half to one-third 
of the section, but at that 
point, our top priority will be 
to advance as many individu-
als and relays as possible.
 The Trojans' home meet 
on April 4 was cancelled due 
to poor field conditions. The 
team is scheduled to com-
pete at Shakopee on Friday, 
April 12, and at the Farming-
ton boys Relays on Tuesday, 
April 16. They will host the 
New Prague Invitational on 
Saturday, May 4, for what 
will be their only home meet 
of the season. 

Boys Track roster
Seniors
Eli Briner, Zachary Dietz, 
Carter Dorzinski, Jason Er-
ickson, Foster Gall, Benjamin 
Hendrickson, Zach Jones, Ty-
ler Trecker, Thomas Widmer, 
Blake Wooten, Jacob Wormer

Juniors
Lucas Binger,  JT Butler, 
Hunter Currie, KayAndre 
Davis, Kevin Dudley, Asher 
Floyd, Dakota Greenwalt, 
Nick Hyde, Jordan Lein, Pe-
ter Molitor, Mason Oram, 
Joshua Polson, Dominic 
Stankey, Greg Vogel, Travis 
Wick

Sophomores
Joe Frawley, Tom Frawley,  
Casey Doig, Josh Dvorak, 
Mitchell El-Wailli, Ryan Mc-
Millen, Barrett Olson, Drew 
Schoenbauer, Connor Wag-
ner

Freshmen
Mitchel Delbow, Ben Dietz,  
John Dudley, Jordan Foley, 
Austin Greenwalt, Justin 
Gregor, Goy Kang, Wyatt 
Midtvedt, Brian Molitor, 
Charlie Murphy, James Ry-
burn, Matt Schoenbauer, Erik 
Skie, Anthony Smith, Alex 
Torp, Lucas Walford

Chuck Kajer Photo

The New Prague Trojan boys track and field team includes (front row, left to right) Lucas Binger, Wyatt Midtvedt, Justin Gregor, Jason Erickson, 
Ben Hendrickson, Foster Gall, Tyler Trecker, Josh Dvorak, Charlie Murphy, Casey Doig, Barrett Olson, Jordan Lein; (middle) Jordan Foley, 
James Ryburn, Dominic Stankey, Hunter Currie, Mitch Delbow, Carter Dorzinski, Tom Frawley, Nick Hyde, Asher Floyd, Conner Wagner, Joe 
Frawley, Tony Smith, Dakota Greenwalt, Peter Molitor; (back) Travis Wick, Lucas Walford, Zach Jones, Austin Greenwalt, Thomas Widmer, Goy 
Kang, JT Butler, Greg Vogel, Drew Schoenbauer, Mason Oram, Jacob Wormer, Brian Molitor and Alex Torp. 

Boys track looking for fun, successful season

 The defending state Class 
AAA girls golf champions 
begin the season with high 
hopes and a heavy heart. 
 Matt Shetka, coach of the 
squad for the last 16 years, 
died of a heart attack in De-
cember. Dan Holgate, his 
assistant, was named head 
coach. Aaron Den Hartog is 
the assistant. 
 Shetka coached the team to 
its second state championship 
in three years in 2012. Four 
of the six members of the var-
sity return this year. There are 
14 girls in grades 9-12 out for 
the squad. 
 "Another state title is not 
out of reach," said Holgate. 
"But it will be a tough year as 
Matt Shetka is always in our 
thoughts. The girls look for-
ward to making him proud of 
their effort this year. 
 The four athletes back from 
the state championship squad 
are McKenzie Neisen (sec-

ond at state last year), Taylor 
Ledwein (16th at state), Tay-
lor Krouse and Danni Barr. 
"They have worked hard 
in the summer to give us a 
chance at going back to the 
state tournament.  They are 
a very close-knit group that 
likes to have fun.  
 Two candidates have 
emerged for the leading 
candidates for the two open 
spots, Caitie Barr and Lucy 
Nickolay, but others will be 
pushing for the varsity spots.
The squad was finally able to 
get out on the golf course last 
week. Up to then, the team 
had mostly been practicing 
indoors. "They have been 
very positive about practicing 
even though everyone hates 
being inside."
 For the Trojans to improve, 
Holgate says the top three 
golfers will need to be con-
sistent, and the rest of the 
squad will need to work hard 

to push each other. 
 "Our ultimate goal is to win 
the Missota Conference and 
section titles and to make it 
back to state.
 Red Wing is the defending 
Missota Conference cham-
pion. In fact, the Wingers 
defeated the Trojans eight 
of the nine times they teams 
faced each other last season. 
The only exception was at the 
state meet, where the Wing-
ers finished fourth. 
 "Red Wing is always 
tough," Holgate said. 
"Chanhassen will also have 
a strong squad this year. I 
would say any one of those 
three teams can win the con-
ference."  
 Holgate says his team will 
be one of the favorites to win 
the Section 2AAA title, but 
that the section itself is very 
competitive. Eden Prairie, 
Chanhassen and Prior Lake 
are among the early favorites. 

"Our hopes are to win it, but 
I would expect at least a top-
three finish," he said.  

Girls golf roster
Seniors
Danielle Barr,  Lucy Nicko-
lay, Erin Wadekamper

Juniors
Josslyn Becker, Taylor 
Krouse, McKenzie Neisen

Sophomores
Caitie Barr

Freshmen
Taylor Ledwein, Paige Peter-
son 

Eighth graders
Annika DuMoulin, Sydney 
Guerrette, Abby Kallal, Kay-
la Nerud, Erin Skluzacek

Seventh graders
Katherine Reyant, Sydney 
Brod

Patrick Fisher Photo

Members of the Trojan girls golf team are (front row, 
left to right) Katherine Reyant, Sydney Brod, Erin Sklu-
zacek, Kayla Nerud; (middle) Sydney Guerrette, Paige 
Peterson, Taylor Ledwein, Danni Barr, Caitie Barr, Tay-
lor Krouse; (back) Erin Wadekamper, Joslynn Becker, 
McKenzie Neisen, Lucy Nickolay and Annika DuMoulin.  
Not pictured is Abby Kallal.

Girls Golf: High hopes, heavy hearts
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