
It is with great pleasure the Montgomery Messenger 
presents our Annual Christmas Edition featuring 

original drawings and sketches from area students in 
grades 1, 3 and 5, along with letters to Santa Claus 

from children in the area. 

This section would not be possible without the 
advertising support from the area industries, businesses, 

professional people and organizations that have 
sponsored a child’s drawing. Please frequent 

the businesses listed on these pages.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2018



Lisa Ingebrand
Montgomery Messenger 
 Grand Knight Mike Budin 
announced the winners of the 
local Knights of Columbus’ 
2018 Keep Christ in Christ-
mas Poster Contest on Thurs-
day, Dec. 13.
 The top four posters were 
designed and colored by three 
Most Holy Redeemer Catho-
lic School (HRS) students 
and a member of the school’s 
Little Lambs class. 
 Four-year-old Katie 
Krocack, daughter of Marty 
and Sarah Krocak of Mont-
gomery, colored a vibrant 
picture of baby Jesus in a 
manger covered by a rain-
bow blanket, all surrounded 
by a sweet lamb, a bird, and 
a duck. 
 Seven-year-old Avery Da-
vid, daughter of Greg and 
Peggy David of Montgomery, 
created an original nativity 
scene featuring Mary, Joseph, 
baby Jesus, an angel, and 
three wise men carrying their 
gifts while riding a camel. 
David also added a beautiful 
star above the manager. 
 Ten-year-old Dakota 
Meadows, daughter of Dustin 
and Claire Meadows of 
Montgomery, drew and col-
ored a garland of evergreens 
with red berries. Hanging 
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Merry Christmas from...

Gothan Krocak
Kubes Realty, 612-282-7486

Merry Christmas from...

Waste Management
Montgomery, 952-890-1100

Merry Christmas from...

Ruhland Electric
Montgomery, 507-364-7720

Seasons Greetings from...

Traditions of Montgomery
Montgomery, 507-364-5585

Merry Christmas from...

Frandsen Bank & Trust
Montgomery and Lonsdale

Happy Holidays from...

American Legion Post #79
Montgomery, 507-364-7779

Happy Holidays from...

Seneca Foods
Montgomery, 507-364-8641

Merry Christmas from...

Ruhland Electric
Montgomery, 507-364-7720

Happy Holidays from...

CornerStone State Bank
Montgomery, 507-364-BANK (2265)

Seasons Greetings from...

Montgomery Messenger
Montgomery, 507-364-8601

Happy Holidays from...

House of Insurance
Montgomery, 507-364-5511

Seasons Greetings from...

Frandsen Bank & Trust
Montgomery and Lonsdale

Merry Christmas from...

Traditions of Montgomery
Montgomery, 507-364-5585

Merry Christmas from...

Stasney Electric
New Prague, 952-758-2546

Katie Krocak

Avery David

Dakota Meadows

Ellie Sladek

Young artists ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’
from the middle of the gar-
land is a round ornament with 
a picture of the baby Jesus 
in a manager and the words 
“Remember Jesus.” Two can-
dy canes also hang from the 
garland.
 Fourteen-year-old El-
lie Sladek, daughter of Mi-
chelle and Jason Sladek 
of Montgomery, drew and 
colored a pictured of Santa 
Claus kneeling with his hat 
removed at the foot of baby 
Jesus’ manager. A bright star 
shines thru a window, indi-
cating the holy night. 

Budin thanked all the HRS 
students who participated in 
the contest. 
 “There were many, many 
good drawings entered this 
year. It was a very tough 
decision,” he stated. “The 
winners did a great job fol-
lowing the instructions and 
illustrating the ‘Keep Christ 
in Christmas’ message.”
 The top local posters will 
advance to be judged at the 
district level. From there, 
they have a chance to ad-
vance to the state and nation-
al levels of competition.



Merry Christmas from...

Mackenthun's Fine Foods
Montgomery, 507-364-8618

Merry Christmas from...

House of Insurance
Montgomery, 507-364-5511

Merry Christmas from...

Edel Meat Market
Montgomery, 507-364-7710

Happy Holidays from...

Odenthal Meats
Heidelberg, 507-364-8040

Seasons Greetings from...

Seneca Foods
Montgomery, 507-364-8641

Seasons Greetings from...

Stasney Electric
New Prague, 952-758-2546

Merry Christmas from...

Richard C. Lea, Attorney
Montgomery, 507-364-8606

Merry Christmas from...

CornerStone State Bank
Montgomery, 507-364-BANK (2265)

Dear Santa, 
 My name is Weston and I 
am 20 months old and live 
in New Prague, Minnesota. 
I have been a good boy this 
year and working really hard 
on trying to go on the potty 
so I can wear big boy under-
wear.
  For Christmas this year 
I would like Trains, a Mc-
queen couch, a big truck, 
play kitchen toys, new books, 
a tool bench with some tools 
and Lightning Mcqueen un-
derwear. My Brother Logan  
would like PS4 games, a new 
sled and Warriors Jersey and 
my  sister Blake would like 
Shopkins, a baby doll and 
Barbies for Christmas. Could 
you please bring my dog 
Coco a new bone and my cat 
Tigger new cat toys. 
 I will leave milk and cook-
ies out for you and carrots for 
the reindeer.  Merry Christ-
mas!!! 
Love, Weston Hanson
Age- 20 Months

Dear Santa,
 I WANT A TOY !!!
 I have been a busy but 
good boy. My mom & dad 
said I would like a toy boat or 
Mega Construction Vehicle 
set. Please
Love, Alex Kaderlik
2 years Old  

Dear Santa,
 My name is Peyton Sween. 
I am six years old and have 
been good this year. Here are 
a couple of ways I have been 
good. First, I have to help my 
sistr. I have also been good. I 
want Hopkins. 
Your friend, Peyton.

Dear   Santa,
 I have been pretty good 
this year. So this year I would 
like a Peter belt
with trailer and a logging 
truck with pup trailer and 
logs. I would also
like a track skid steer with 
drill on the back and a John 
Deere 8600 self
propelled forage harvester 
and maybe a NXG  trophy 

hunter BB gun kit. One
more thing some K’nex and 
for my stocking I would like 
a batman watch and a
dead pool Funko pop. For 
my dog Zeus please bring a 
bone, For my Mom please 
bring a Pepsi and a Kit Kat 
and for my Dad please bring 
a Pepsi and a Reese peanut 
butter cups. And don’t forget 
my brother Alex. 
Love, Logan Kaderlik
Age: 8 years old

Dear Santa,
 My name is Jacob. I am 6 
and I have been good, help-
ing set the table. I want a x 
ellie.
Your friend, Jacob

Deer Santa, i
Want lego sets
Beaker creatures
Nintendo switch
Lost kitties Go-
dzilla please.
For Brooklynn a new babies
Thank you.
Austin Burk age 7
Brooklynn Burk age 1

Dear Santa,
 How has your Christmas 
been going? Can you please 
bring me an Elf on the Shelf 
this year? Brady wants an 
electric guitar. Can you bring 
it for him and I want an apple 
watch. Can you get this?
Kale Eisert

Dear Santa,
 Hi. I want a big Barbie 
house. I have been good. I 
want a box port castle with 
horses and a box fort barn. I 
want it 11 feet to a 3 foot box 
for Dalton, and a 5 feet tall 
box for me. I would like ac-
cessories for it like a TV, fake 
food and a fridge. 18 carrots 
for the reindeer. 
Love, Sophie

Dear Santa,
 How are you? I want a 
four-wheel and an X-box1S. 
And a touch screen Chrome 
book. And a RC off road.
Love, Riley Dahlke

Dear Santa,
 Can I see you one day? 
What is Rudolph’s favorite 
treat? Could I please have a 
tablet? My cats would like 
some new treats.
Love, Ben Grunow 
(Stay warm this Christmas)

Dear Santa,
 I am a good boy. Can you 
make a snowboard? I wont 
that for Christmis. Wut is 
yoor randers names?
Love, Leighton

Dear Santa, 
 I wont a hot wheels cars 
and set pies and I won’t good 
cars and not toys. 
Love, Gabriel

Dear Santa,
 I luv you. I wont a toy. I 
have bin good.
Love, Kip

Dear Santa,
 I have been good. Do 
you like milk? I want dolls 
please!!
Love, Karen

Dear Santa,
 I have ben god today. I 
wont to have a unicorn. 
Love, Aurora

Dear Santa,
 What is your favorite 
food? I want hot wheels cars. 
My sister really wants a bar-
bie. Have a safe flight!
Love, Damion

Dear Santa,
 I wont a big tv and iPhone, 
mine crafts, grace case and 
an Ipad.
Love, Kaylen

Dear Santa,
 How do you get threw 
chimneys? How do you go 
to everyones house in one 
night? You should SEE the 
castle that I made. It’s awe-
some!!!!! You should also 
give my brother coal. Just 
kidding. Can I have a iPod 
and a hoverboard? 
Love, Matthew

Dear Santa,
 How are you? Can we 
have an Elf in our classroom, 
put in a jar and name it Joy? 
How old are you? When is 
your birthday? We will not 
open the jar and touch her. 
We are going to sing a song 
to you. Sing a song of hap-
pyness, sing a song of cheer, 
and sing a song of gladness 
to last throughout the years. 
Sing a song of greatness. 
Sing a song of cheer and sing 
a song to everyone.
Love, 
Hayden Dietz

Dear Santa,
 I love you! How are you? I 
hope you have a great Christ-
mas! I like your cat. I hope I 
get a bath bomb maker and a 
squished maker and I hope an 
electric scooter.
Love, Viennia

Dear Santa,
 You are nice. Can I have 
my own elf please? And can I 
have an orbeez massager and 
a hoverboard? You are the 
best. Have a safe flight.
Love, Payton Stasney

Dear Santa,
 I love you Santa! I want 
a play dog. I want Legos. I 
want an iPod. I  want an Ap-
ple Watch. Thank you Santa. 
You are nice!
Love, Kaylee

Dear Santa,
 You are the best! Please, 
can you give me a princess 
dress? And Princess crown 
and high heelse and some 
bracelets and I really want to 
see my great grandma.
Love, Mercila

Dear Santa,
 How old are you? I want 
a touch screen Chromebook 
and a PS4. I would also like 
an off road RC car and toys. 
Thanks Santa,
Emitt O’Neill

Dear Santa,
 How do you get to all of 
the children in one night?  

 
Please don’t go down the 
chimney if it burns you. I 
want a nice dirt bike. I love 
you Santa.
Love, Corea

Dear Santa,
 Can we have an Elf in 
our classroom? And can I 
have a X-Box 1 for Christ-
mas please. My sister Emma 
wants a sterbucks cup for 
Christmas.
Love, Cullen Kaplan

Dear Santa,
 I would love to have an 
eld on the shelf on our tree 
at home. I would also love 
to have an Apple watch and 
a tablet. I would love to have 
a playdoh. Have a good trip!
Love, Keith Chappais

Dear Santa,
 How are you? I hope you 
have a great Christmas. I 
hope I get real live puppy 
and a elf at my house and 
presents.
Love, Aira

Dear Santa
 My name is Lauryn Ol-
son. I am 7 year old and have 
been good this year. Here are 
a couple of ways I have been 
good. First I have been help-
ing others. I have also helped 
other peeple. I wont a contra 
car.
Your friend, 
Logan

Dear Santa,
 My name is Lillian Hatha-
way. I am six years old and 
have been good this year. 
Here are a couple of ways. I 
have been helping mom with 
Theo and Leo. 
Your friend, 
Lilly.
I want a shopkins backdoll.

Dear Santa,
 My name is Gregg. I am 
6 years old and have been 
good. I help mom and dad. 
Your friend, 
Gregg.
I want a gray dirt digger.
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Letters to Santa

Merry Christmas from...

Waste Management
Montgomery, 952-890-1100

Merry Christmas from...

Mackenthun's Fine Foods
Montgomery, 507-364-8618

Happy Holidays from...

Odenthal Meats
Heidelberg, 507-364-8040

Seasons Greetings from...

Richard C. Lea, Attorney
Montgomery, 507-364-8606



Dear Santa,
 I am six years old and have 
been good this year.
Your friend, Easton

Dear Santa,
 My name is Carolyn. I 
am seven years old and have 
been good this year. Here are 
a couple of ways I have been 
good. First I have been good 
to my classmates. I have!
Your friend, Carolyn Houn

Dear Santa,
 I’ve been using my man-
ners. I wud like a lol, googo 
duffer, a baby sister and a pu-
pey.
Your friend, Hadley Russek

Dear Santa,
 I have been a good listener 
at school. I will wont a new 
Barbie Camper with a pool.
Your friend, 
Anna Shippman

Dear Santa,
 I have been keeping my 
room clean. I would like the 
game pie face cannon. 
Your friend, Cooper Sladek

Dear Santa,
 My name is Cam. I am 6. 
I cleaned my room. I helped 
my mom. I want legos.
Your friend, Cameron

Dear Santa,
 My name is Croix. I am 6 
years old and have been good 
this year. Here are a couple of 
ways I have been good. First, 
I have ben listening to mom 
and dad. I want a ninja turtle.
Your friend, Croix

Dear Santa,
 I won coocing toys.
Love, Esmeralda

Dear Santa,
 I have ben good. Do you  
 

like chochlit milk? I wont 
pops doll.
Love Selah

Dear Santa,
 I have been good. I want 
makeup.
Love, Victoria

Dear Santa,
 I’ve been good. For Xmas 
I want a 1000000000000$ 
dollars, headset and legos.
Your friend, 
Ben Hamilton Holmes

Dear Santa,
 I have been working hard 
at school. I would like a cos-
mo robot.
Your friend, 
Grace Daleiden

Dear Santa,
 I’ve been good at school. I 
wont a huge lego set.
Your friend, Andy Marquez

Dear Santa,
 I’ve been playing with my 
brother. I would like food 
colers. 
Your friend, 
Lillie Lassahn

Dear Santa,
I have ben working hard at 
school. I would like an lol 
surprise.
Your friend, 
Kaylee Mathison

Dear Santa,
 I have been good at school. 
I would like a hug lego air-
port with color.
Your friend, 
Gabriel Ingram

Dear Santa,
 I will clean my bathroom. 
I would like babrabs, pencil, 
paint, puzzalls, markrs, cute 
ring books.
Your friend, Gavin Simon

Dear Santa,
 I have been doing chores. 
I would like a badrey tractor 
with a snow plow. 
Your friend, Logan Krocak

Merry Christmas from...

CornerStone State Bank
Montgomery, 507-364-BANK (2265)

Merry Christmas from...

Odenthal Meats
Heidelberg, 507-364-8040

Happy Holidays from...

Franek Plumbing & Heating
Montgomery, 507-364-8062

Seasons Greetings from...

Waste Management
Montgomery, 952-890-1100

Happy Holidays from...

Montgomery Messenger
Montgomery, 507-364-8601

Merry Christmas from...

Herrmann Thrifty White Pharmacy
Montgomery, 507-364-7717

Happy Holidays from...

Richard C. Lea, Attorney
Montgomery, 507-364-8606

Seasons Greetings from...

Gothan Krocak
Kubes Realty, 612-282-7486

Happy Holidays from...

Ruhland Electric
Montgomery, 507-364-7720

Seasons Greetings from...

Mackenthun's Fine Foods
Montgomery, 507-364-8618

Merry Christmas from...

Montgomery Messenger
Montgomery, 507-364-8601

Merry Christmas from...

Seneca Foods
Montgomery, 507-364-8641
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Dear Santa:
I have been good.

MOTO THEME

Andrea Nelson Photo

Giving Santa her list
Four year old Charlie Smith of Heidelberg told Santa she 
would like a bath bomb maker and Doc McStuffins cards 
for Christmas. She gave her list at the annual Tri-City 
United Early Childhood Family Education’s Breakfast 
with Santa on December 1.

Country Christmas
By Bette Traxler
 I grew up in rural, Polish 
settlement five miles west 
of Montgomery. The small, 
white, wooden church sat in 
the middle of good farming 
land. Everyone knew how to 
work in that neighborhood. . . 
they also knew how to pray.
 At Christmas our church 
was decorated with huge, live 
evergreen trees and a Christ-
mas crib with painted figures 
that seemed too real to be 
statues. On Christmas Eve, 
Mom and Dad would bundle 
all seven of us kids into their 
’58 green Ford with the gray 
stripe down the middle panel 
of the doors; and fan-like tail 
fenders that seemed to propel 
us into the 60s. We would 
join our neighbors ... our 
friends ... for midnight mass 
that ACTUALLY started at 
midnight.
 The story of the birth of 
Christ seemed so real. The 
moonlight would sometimes 
shine through the stained-
glass windows and I would 
think how that same moon 
had been in the sky so many 
years before when Mary and 
Joseph welcomed their child 

... our savior ... into this 
world.
 Mass on that holiest of 
nights would always end 
the same. My dad, Johnny, 
Tony and Rosie would sing 
a Christmas hymn in Polish 
along with Alice accompany-
ing them on the organ. I didn’t 
know what the words meant, 
but there was no doubt in my 
young mind, that this was the 
birthday of Christ; because of 
that final song that sent us out 
into the night. The melody of 
that song continues to ring in 
Christmas even though some 
of those who sang it have 
passed on.
 As we would file out of the 
church into the quiet night, 
we sometimes were blessed 
with a Christmas snow as 
magical as that late hour was 
to someone who had an 8:30 
p.m. bedtime. Light breezes 
would tinkle the ice-filled 
branches of the maple tree 
standing like a skyscraper 
against the pitch-dark sky. 
Everyone would breathe in 
the first hour of Christmas 
morning as we stood around 
and talked to our friends. And 
finally, with white-puffed 

breathes of “Merry Christ-
mas” slipping into the night 
sky, we would slowly make 
our way to our parked cars.
 Mom and Dad would 
pack us into the cold car for 
the short ride home. As we 
cuddled together for warmth 
and leaned into a brother or 
sister ... with our heads nod-
ding and bobbing ... because 
of the late hour ... the only 
sound would be the crunch 
of those ’58 Ford tires on the 
snow-filled gravel roads that 
twisted around the lake to 
take us home.
 Entering the wood-heated 
home of our childhood, we 
would see the gifts that Santa 
had left while we prayed and 
sang in Christmas. All tired-
ness left us as we tore into 
packages and stockings filled 
with fresh, bright fruit and 
peanuts.
 That church is moved now. 
The cemetery and a lone rock 
with a plaque are all that re-
main of those Christmas Eve 
outings ... except of course in 
my memory where the four 
voices and Alice’s organ mu-
sic come back each year to 
help me celebrate the season.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, formerly located at Lexington, now at Pioneer Power’s 
historical site.
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Christmas Church ServicesChristmas Church Services
Holy Redeemer Church

Montgomery
Fr. Victor Valencia
Monday, Dec. 24
4 p.m. Vigil Mass

10 p.m. Christmas Eve Evening Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 25

7:30 and 10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Mass
Tuesday, Jan. 1
6:30 p.m. Mass

St. John Lutheran Church
Montgomery

Rev. Jason Pollington
Monday, Dec. 24

3, 5, and 10 p.m. Worship Services

St. Canice Church
Kilkenny

Tuesday, Dec. 25
9 a.m. Christmas Day Mass

St. John Lutheran Church
Kilkenny

Sunday, Dec. 23
9 a.m. Worship/HC

St. Patrick's Catholic Church
Shieldsville

Monday, Dec. 24
Fr. Matt Malek

4 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 25
Fr. Victor Valencia

9 a.m. Christmas Day Mass
Monday, Dec. 31

5 p.m. Mass

Church of the 
Immaculate Conception

Lonsdale
Fr. Nick VanDenBroeke

Monday, Dec. 24
Vigil of Christmas Mass

4 pm Mass 
9:30 pm Christmas Carols

10 pm Mass 
Tuesday, Dec. 25

9 am Christmas Mass - The Nativity of the Lord
Saturday, Dec. 29

5 pm Mass - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary &
Joseph

Sunday, Dec. 30
8 and 10 am Mass
Monday, Dec. 31
4 pm Vigil Mass

Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019
9 am Mass - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Trondhjem Lutheran Church
1 mile E of Lonsdale on Hwy. 19

Pastor Sue Leibnitz
Monday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve

3:30 and 5 pm Service 
10 pm at Historic Trondhjem Church, 1 mile south

Tuesday, Dec. 25
10 am Service 

Church of the Most Holy Trinity
Veseli

Father John Lapensky
Monday, Dec. 24

12 Midnight – Midnight Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 25

9 am Christmas Mass
Monday, Dec. 31

5 pm – Solemnity of Mary
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019

9 am – Solemnity of Mary

Triumphant Life Church
Lonsdale

221 2nd Ave. NW
Pastor Ben Fenderson

Sunday, Dec. 23
9 a.m. Service

10:30 a.m. Service
Monday, Dec. 24

4 p.m. Service

Calvary Church New Prague
www.calvarychurchmn.org

Held in the New Prague 
High School Auditorium

Pastor Ben Bolin
Sunday, Dec. 23

9:30 am – Family worship service and carol sing
Monday, Dec. 24

5 pm – Christmas Eve at the barn, 
4075 Lake Ave, New Prague

New Prague Area 
Catholic Community

Father Kevin Clinton, Pastor
Father Eugene Theisen, Associate Pastor
Christmas Eve – Monday, December 24 

St. Wenceslaus Masses 4, 6 & 9:30 pm 
(From 5:30-6 pm and 9-9:30 pm Carols will be sung)

St. John Mass 11 pm
Christmas Day – Tuesday, December 25

St. Scholastica Mass 9 am 
St. Wenceslaus Mass 10:30 am

New Year’s – Solemnity of Mary
Monday, Dec. 31

St. Scholastica Mass 5 pm
Solemnity of Mary - New Year’s Day

Tuesday, January 1
St. Wenceslaus Mass 10:30 am

St. Thomas Catholic Church
St. Thomas

Father James Burns
Monday, Dec. 24

4 pm Mass

Fish Lake
Immanuel Lutheran Church

Between Lydia & Prior Lake
Dr. Brent L. Parrish, Pastor

Monday, Dec. 24
3:30 pm – The Good Old Days Children’s Christmas

5 pm – God With Us Children’s Christmas
6:30 pm – Family Lessons and Carols

8 pm – A Great Light
Tuesday, Dec. 25

9 am – Worship Immanuel Has Come

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
When the Holidays are over, don’t forget to recycle! We can help!

www.wm.com
952-890-1100

A Little Girl’s Awakening - a true Christmas story
By Rosemary Thuente
 There was a little girl. She was 
little in many ways. She was born 
into a family of simple means. By 
God’s grace, her parents had held 
onto, and embraced, a treasure be-
yond all treasures; a gift preserved 
and bequeathed to her by multiple 
preceding generations: her Catholic 
faith. She was a happy child, but did 
not fully realize the treasures that 
her parents were, or all that God had 
given to her. 
 Here is her true story. 
 As she opened one more Advent 
calendar day, anticipation grew. Ad-
vent brought little bouts of self-deni-
al while preparing for the Christmas 
Holy Day. Advent instilled a long-
ing, a self-denial  that would be ap-
preciated more in coming years. 

 Self-denial develops a self mas-
tery, an ability to see good and be 
drawn to it. It is good to neither “not 
have” everything one wants, nor 
having “one’s own way”, but instead 
yielding to a better good, a good a 
child does not recognize immedi-
ately. 
 One Christmas Eve, her mother 
worked late at a restaurant. The little 
girl had a big pout! Her girlfriend 
had already opened her presents, and 
it seemed “unfair.” 
 She had waited so long for Christ-
mas, she just couldn’t wait any lon-
ger. She wanted to see what gifts her 
parents had hidden for her.
 “Everyone else’s mother is home 
for Christmas!” she said. 
 The streets were quiet that night. 
Most people were already opening 

presents, which added fuel to her 
pout, as she sat in the back seat when 
she joined her father and brother to 
deliver food and presents her mother 
had prepared for a needy family  The 
boxes were heavy as she helped car-
ry them up a dark second floor stair-
way.
 Her parents were simple, not rich, 
yet what occurred that night, made 
her realize how very, very rich they 
were. She was about to experience a 
moment that would remain etched in 
her mind for many years to come. 
 She and her brother were spell-
bound. Everyone she knew had a 
Christmas tree, but this family had 
no tree and no wrapped gifts. There 
was no aroma of fresh baked rolls or 
ham for dinner. 
 She had not experienced real-life 

poverty before. 
 This was sad, but she soon would 
experience an even deeper sorrow.
 Her father shared encouraging 
words to the young father who held 
a newborn baby in his arms as a tod-
dler played nearby on the floor. 
 She was no longer impatient. 
 Her pout had vanished. 
 While sitting in the back seat, 
heading home, she asked her father, 
“Where was their mother?”
 Her father gently explained, 
“Their mother is not there.” 
 There was total silence in the car 
the whole way home. She had been 
pouting because her mom would be 
late, when some kids have no moth-
er. She now held a very special in-
tention to place at the Nativity Scene 
after Midnight Mass.

 She was not bombarded with 
gifts. She received only a few. There 
would be a warm winter hat and 
mitts, chocolate gold foil wrapped 
coins, and little gifts that were just 
what she wanted. 
 However, that night, this little 
girl awakened to a greater apprecia-
tion of the gift of family, laughing 
with relatives and a treasured lov-
ing mother and father, whom she 
hugged a bit longer. 
 Christmas recalls the birth of 
Christ and they all seemed to ap-
preciate and experience His love in 
a very special way that night.
 No matter the situation, one has 
much to be grateful for. 
 His love and care of us is the best 
gift of all.

Christmas memories
By Karen Thompson
 The 1960s and early 70s were from a 
different era. Christmas was wonderful 
and simple. Looking for Christmas pic-
tures of the Procenko children was hard. 
We did not have the phones and cameras 
of today. Cameras and film cost money 
which, with six children, was tight. 
 One of my children’s favorite Christ-
mas memories they talk about were the 
parties given for the employees’ children 
by Delmar and Eleanor Rogers of United 
Steel Products. Children were treated to 
a wonderful party with a special gift for 
each child from Santa Claus. Mrs. Rog-
ers loved doing this. 
 On Christmas Eve my family went to 
our aunt and uncle’s house after church. 
The six would make their entrance sing-

ing, “We Wish You A Merry Christmas.” 
Later in the evening, they would sing, 
“The Friendly Beasts”, which they still 
do to this day on Christmas Eve.
 They received new pjs from grandma 
on Christmas Eve, along with a small toy. 
Good homemade food made the night 
complete. 
 The ride home was filled with sight-
ings of Rudolph and the singing of “Here 
Comes Santa Claus.” (We love to sing.)
 Christmas Day in 1970 began at 4 a.m. 
with Baby Mary banging on her new toy 
piano and Bonnie riding her new Inch-
worm. (She was an avid Romper Room 
fan.)
 Ron and Steve were getting their H 
20 train set up that morning, while Linda 
and Liz were busy with their Barbies. 

 Christmas stockings filled with candy 
and fruit were dumped on the floor. There 
were no toothbrushes. Instead everyone 
received a book each year. 
 We then drove to Grandma’s for a 
Christmas Day feast of turkey, goose, 
and lutefisk for grandpa. We were a fam-
ily who enjoyed the special day being 
with each other. 
 There were no tv or phones. Instead, 
we maybe played a board game.
 I so enjoy the holidays with my grown 
family and grandchildren. However, the 
memories of the Christmases past when 
my children were small will always be 
special. 
 Enjoy your little ones because they 
grow so fast.

Elizabeth (Procenko) Vlasak (front) celebrates her first 
Christmas with siblings Steve Procenko (left), Ron Procen-
ko and Linda (Procenko) Bachman.



Residential - 1st Place
Vance and Rachelle Kuball 
515 3rd St. NE

Residential - 2nd Place
Andy and Sky Harms 

609 3rd St. NE

Business - 1st Place
Franke’s  Bakery

Business - 3rd Place
Lonesome Loon

These windows were decorated by the 
TCU High School ARTeam for the third annual 

Torchlight Window Decorating Contest.

Residential -  3rd Place
Zeke and Cindy Zarathka  
514 4th St. NE

Business - 2nd Place
Bisek Interiors
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Merry Christmas from...

Barnett Brothers, Inc.
Kilkenny, 507-364-8869

Merry Christmas from...

KZ Plumbing
Heidelberg, 612-328-7808

Happy Holidays from...

Frandsen Bank & Trust
Montgomery and Lonsdale

Seasons Greetings from...

Brenda's Building Blocks Daycare
Montgomery, 507-364-7244

Happy Holidays from...

Gothan Krocak
Kubes Realty, 612-282-7486

Merry Christmas from...

Traditions of Montgomery
Montgomery, 507-364-5585

Happy Holidays from...

Stasney Electric
New Prague, 952-758-2546

Seasons Greetings from...

House of Insurance
Montgomery, 507-364-5511

Lighting Contest WinnersLighting Contest WinnersLighting Contest Winners
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