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Tim Dittberner
Superintendent

A few years ago I read Jack Canfield’s 
book, “The Success Principles.” Canfield 
explains in the book a very simple but very 
important concept. The for-
mula is: E + R = O (Event + 
Response = Outcome). Every 
outcome you experience in 
life is the result of how you 
have responded to an earlier 
event or events in your life. If 
you don’t like the outcomes 
you are currently getting, 
there are two basic choices 
you can make.

One choice is you can blame the event (E) 
for your lack of results (O). This is what most 
people do. They don’t change their response – 
they simply continue to complain, blame and 
make excuses about their situation. A second 

choice is to simply change your responses 
(R) to the events (E) - the way things are – 
until you get the outcomes (O) you want. 
You can change your thinking, change your 
communication, change your behavior – the 
things you do. That is all you really have any 
control over. If you don’t like your outcomes, 
change your responses.

The event right now is the COVID-19 
pandemic. How are we going to respond in 
these challenging times? We cannot allow 
ourselves to spend time complaining about 
this pandemic, blaming state leaders, or make 
excuses of why we can’t succeed. We have 
to take responsibility and focus on what we 
can control, and not waste time talking about 

things we cannot control. We must be com-
mitted to our mission of engaging students in 
high levels of learning whether it is the daily 
in-person model, hybrid model or distance 
model.

The New Prague Area School District is 
fortunate to have strong community and par-
ent support, and a caring staff. The District’s 
top priority as we head into a school year 
during the midst of a world-wide pandemic 
is to ensure a safe learning/working environ-
ment for all students and staff. We will wel-
come them, keep them safe, and continue to 
provide the best education possible.  It will 
take a collaborative effort to accomplish our 
mission.

Thank you for your continued support of 
our schools and young people.  We will ac-
complish great things together!

Responding to a pandemic

A special BACK-TO-SCHOOL  
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THE NEW 
PRAGUE TIMES 
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New Prague 
Gymnastics Club

New Prague Gymnastics Club
200 12th St. NE, New Prague, MN 56071

952-758-6444
www.npgclub.org

Our 14,000 sq foot 
facility is one of the 
premiere facilities 
in the south metro, 

with the latest 
equipment to provide 
enjoyment and safety 

for all levels.

We offer classes
ranging from 
Parent/Tots, 
up through 
Competitive 

Teams!

Jen Schoenecker
Director of Health 
Services 

The Health Ser-
vices Department 
has been working 
with our school 
building adminis-
trators to imple-
ment mitigation 
strategies to safely 

welcome students and staff back 
into the buildings. This is being 
done by following required and 
recommended guidance provided 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Health, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the Minnesota 
Department of Education. All com-
ponents of the guidance focus on 
optimizing education, mitigating 
risk and promoting the health and 

safety of both students and staff. 
The mitigation strategies in-

clude social distancing, face cov-
erings, hygiene practices, cleaning 
and materials handling, monitor-
ing and excluding for illness and 
handling suspected or confirmed 
cases of COVID-19. Parents are 
asked to monitor their children for 
symptoms prior to attending school 
each day. Please remember to keep 

your child home if they or any-
one in the household is not feeling 
well or has recently been exposed 
to COVID-19. Anyone who de-
velops symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19 during the school day 
will be isolated in a designated area 
under staff supervision until they 
are able to be picked up. 

As we move forward, New 
Prague Area Schools will continue 

to follow the guidance provided 
by  the Minnesota Department of 
Health, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the Minnesota 
Department of Education. As the 
guidance changes, so will our prac-
tices. We appreciate your continued 
support as we work together to re-
duce viral spread within our com-
munity and make our schools safe 
for students and staff. 

Health Services Department making schools safe

Schoenecker
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Bartusek

Kirsch

320 1st St. S, Montgomery • 507-364-7944
info@bisekinteriors.com • www.bisekinteriors.com

for the new school year!

Make sure your kids are 

SLEEPING WELL 

Up to$120savings!

FREE 
foundations

with a purchase
of a mattress

(twin, full and queen)WE MAKE IT

EASY.

BIG
BUSINESS

OR

SMALL
BUSINESS...

1101 1ST STREET SE, NEW PRAGUE   |   952.758.4491   |   WWW.BANKEASY.COM

Mary Bartusek
ECFE Coordinator
Community Education

We know that children need 
to feel safe, secure, loved and 
a sense of belonging to learn 
and grow. The 
challenges we 
are facing 
right now can 
adversely af-
fect children 
and their de-
v e l o p m e n t . 
Our programs 
will help your 
family develop some routine 
and create a sense of normal-
cy whether you participate in 
in-person or online distance 

learning. Feeling safe, secure, 
loved and a sense of belong-
ing has been our mission and 
continues to be. Safety has 
taken on another level since 
COVID 19.

New Prague Area Pre-
schools will be offering 
in-person preschool starting 
September 8th. Classes are 
offered at the Central Educa-
tion Campus in New Prague 
and at Eagle View Elementa-
ry in Elko New Market. Our 
programs will be following 
the Minnesota Department 
of Health and Minnesota 
Department of Education 
guidance that offers safe in-
struction during COVID 19. 

Students that attend any Early 
Learning Program (Preschool, 
ECFE and Early Childhood 
Screening) are not required to 
wear masks, as stated in the 
governor's Executive Order. 
Classroom size will not ex-
ceed 50% of the room capac-
ity. Each section of preschool 
and ECFE will be divided into 
two groups and each group 
will have their own space 
for instruction and learning. 
Hand washing upon entering 
a classroom has always been 
a priority. Our programs will 
have participants wash hands 
more frequently while attend-
ing programming. Manipula-

Early Learning Offering Distance Learning 
and In-Person Options for Families

Community Education 
redesigns offerings

Janelle Kirsch
Director of Community Ser-
vices 

New Prague Area Com-
munity Education is proud 
to offer a plethora of classes 
and activi-
ties this fall 
while follow-
ing guidance 
from the MN 
Department 
of Health. 
Many of our 
o f f e r i n g s 
have been redesigned with the 
participant’s health and safety 
in mind.  During the COVID 
crisis our classes will:

• Have smaller class sizes or 
classes held in larger spaces, 
following the latest guidance 
from the Department of Health

• Start times may be stag-
gered with separate entrances 
and exits

• Individual supplies will be 
used as much as possible

• Increased cleaning of 
common surfaces and areas 
will be conducted prior to and 
after classes

• Participants will be en-
couraged to practice social 
distancing as much as possible

• Staff and participants over 

the age of 5 are required to 
wear face coverings as per the 
governor’s Emergency Exec-
utive Order

• Increased hand washing 
and/or use of hand sanitizer is 
stressed

• Staff and students will be 
asked to conduct individual 
health screenings

• Anyone who is exhibiting 
signs or symptoms associated 
with the virus must not attend

• Depending on your com-
fort level, a variety of in-per-
son and online classes are 
available for all ages

Kids’ Company is prepared 
to provide child care for chil-
dren in Kindergarten through 
5th grade at each of the ele-
mentary schools. A plan for 
care has been developed and 
will be in effect whether we 
are in-person, in a hybrid 
model or if our district goes to 
distance learning. Our WRAP 
program is available for three 
to five year olds during the 
time that these children are 
not in preschool. Limited 
spaces are still available in 
both programs so we encour-
age families to register soon if 
they anticipate needing care 

this school year.
A condensed version of the 

fall catalog will be mailed 
the week of September 1st. 
With the unpredictability of 
COVID-19, sometimes class-
es may have to be moved to 
different dates, times or loca-
tions. We encourage  individ-
uals to visit the Community 
Education website, ce.isd721.
org, to find the most up-to-
date information. Some of our 
classes will take you directly 
to a waitlist. If that is the case 
for a class you are interested 
in, we recommend that you go 
ahead and add your name; in-
dividuals will be added to the 
roster in the order they appear 
on the waitlist and payment 
will be collected at that time.

As the virus continues to 
redefine our normal, we ask 
for your flexibility and under-
standing as we work together 
to offer the best opportunities 
available under the current 
circumstances. Thank you 
for your continued support of 
New Prague Area Community 
Education, we look forward 
to serving you either in per-
son or online throughout the 
school year.

Early Learning to 5
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Engebretson

Remmert

New 
Prague 

Area 
Schools 
Phone

Numbers
New Prague 
Area Schools
District Office
952-758-1700

New Prague
High School

952-758-1200

New Prague 
Middle School
952-758-1400

Raven Stream 
Elementary

952-758-1500

Falcon Ridge
Elementary

952-758-1600

Eagle View 
Elementary

952-758-6000

Compass 
Learning Center
952-758-1745

Pre-School and 
Early Childhood
952-758-1674

St. Wenceslaus 
School

Little Spirits 
Preschool

952-758-3133

Holy Cross 
Catholic School
952-652-6100

A Better Way to 
BETTER HEALTH

Dr. Heather L. Giesen
East Town Plaza, 815 1st St. SE • New Prague, MN 56071

952-758-8760 • www.giesenfamilychiropractic.com

Q • U • A • L • I • T • Y
Care For Your

FAMILY
Our chiropractic office offers personalized, 
quality care to each member of your family.

WE ASSIST WITH:
• Pregnancy Care

• Preventative Health
• Low Back Pain

• Ear Infections

• Headaches
• Acid Reflux

• Auto Accidents
• Etc...

Give yourself 
& your family 
the gift of 
WELLNESS!

• Use a pea-sized drop of toothpaste, and rinse
 out your mouth after you brush.
• Spend at least two minutes brushing your
 teeth, two times every day.
•	 Brush	your	teeth	gently.	Don’t	push	too	hard
 against your teeth with the toothbrush.
• Ask Mom and Dad for a new toothbrush
 every two to three months.
• Move your toothbrush around to make sure
 you are reaching every tooth.
• Look for a soft toothbrush with rounded
 bristles.
•	 Create	a	flossing	circle	by	tying	together	the
	 ends	of	a	10-inch	piece	of	floss.
• Floss each side of each tooth gently, so you
	 don’t	hurt	your	gums.

This Important 
Message Appears 

Courtesy Of
Jon P. Colling, D.D.S.

Ruth C. Peterka, D.D.S.

Welcome New Patients!  Office Hours Monday - Friday
211 County Rd. 37, New Prague, MN

952-758-2376 • newpraguedentist.com

Be smart about your smile! Follow these easy tips from 
the dentist to keep your pearly whites healthy and bright.

Back to School

JOE'S SHOE REPAIR
Joe & Colette Trenda  ~  Ann Marie Hertaus & Kevin Kes

325 West Main Street, 
NEW PRAGUE, MN  

(952) 758-3461

Mon. - Fri.
8:30am - 5:15pm

Sat. 
8:30am - Noon

Gift Certificates Available
Be comfy at school 

with a pair of 
Red Wing 
slippers 

with rubber soles 
that can be worn outside.

Moccasin 
or scuff styles 

available.

Get your

N.P. TROJAN 
Letter Jacket at Joe’s!

Sizes: Small - 3X in Stock.

ALL LETTERS AVAILABLE AND SEWN ON HERE

David Giesen
Falcon Ridge Elementary Principal 

We are looking forward to wel-
coming both students and staff back 
for the 2020-2021 school year, fol-
lowing an unexpect-
ed conclusion this 
past spring due to the 
Coronavirus pandem-
ic. While there are 
plenty of unknowns as 
we lead into the fall, 
the summer has been 
spent preparing our 
building and working 
to grow professionally.

Our staff will soon be returning 
to the building, and we are looking 
forward to welcoming families to 
our Fall Assessment Conferences 
on August 25 (11 a.m - 8 p.m) and 
26 (9 a.m. -6 p.m.) Our first full day 
of school will be on Thursday, Sep-
tember 3. This will once again be a 
chance for families to meet their new 
teacher, drop off supplies, and tour 
the school. Staff from Nutrition Ser-
vices and Health Services will be on 
hand to assist and answer questions 

if needed. Again this year, Lifetouch 
will be present in our main gym to 
take student pictures before or after 
their assessment conference. We are 
asking that families only bring one 
parent for each student that will be 
attending Falcon Ridge. Additional 
family members and siblings are dis-
couraged from attending. 

We will be announcing our plans 
for the start of a new school year very 
soon, and even though there are de-
tails that are in the process of being 
finalized, be assured that the safety 
and well-being of our students will 
continue to be our top priority. Addi-
tionally our collective efforts will be 
on ensuring high levels of learning, 
along with growing our students aca-
demically, socialiy, and emotionally. 
We are looking forward to partnering 
with our families, and are excited for 
the 2020-21 school year!

We are looking forward to wel-
coming the following new staff to 
Falcon Ridge:

Sam Chlan - Special Education
Emma Busch - Americorps Tutor

Jeremy Engebretson 
Raven Stream Elementary 
Principal 

Our staff is excited to welcome 
students back to school for the 2020-
2021 school year at Raven Stream 
Elementary! As we all know, the start 
of this year has been 
anticipated like no 
other year. Whether 
students are present 
in-person or learning 
at home, our teach-
ers will develop car-
ing relationships and 
support high levels of 
learning. The 2020-
2021 school year will mark our fif-
teenth year at Raven Stream Elemen-
tary School. We opened our doors in 
September of 2006.

Parents and students will notice a 
few staff changes when they return.

• Jamie Gibson - Grade 2
• Kyle Zander - Grade 3
• Sue Karrmann - Nurse
At Raven Stream, our goals this 

year will focus on continuing to cre-
ate an environment of respect and 
caring for all students. Our teachers 
will work to instill a passion for lit-
eracy through a variety of approach-
es in their classrooms. Our students 
will continue their growth as prob-
lem-solvers in math. As in the past, 
our teachers will begin getting to 
know their students at the assessment 
conferences on August 25 & 26.

We’re eagerly awaiting the chance 
for our students to explore the new 
additions to our outside area. Thank 
you to our families for supporting us 
financially through last year’s fund-
raiser. Our paved area has two new 
areas with chutes and ladders and a 
target throwing game. We’re also 
introducing a natural playground 
area. Students will have the chance 
to imagine anything they choose as 
they build forts in our two new struc-
tures and play in the large lodge pod 
soon to be covered in natural growth. 
We’ve added a fun section of step-
ping logs for students to hop between 
and also use as an outdoor classroom 
space. A special thanks goes out to 
Miranda Vertnik and Sarah Kallal for 
heading up the projects. There were 
also donations of time or resources 
given by:  Billy Bartusek, Ben, Lu-
cas & Alex Scheffler, Dan, Tommie 
& Patrick Sullivan, Paul, Brandt & 
Taelyn Tisdel, Simon, Charley, Ju-
lia & Livie Kallal,  Drew Hemann, 
Matthew Kudrle, Jacob Lee, Thom-
as Johnson, Brendan Pieper, Ethan 
Chromy, The Consdorf Family, Wil-
lis Bowman, Kierstan Dahl-Shetka, 
Melissa Kreuser, Dan Skluzacek, 
The Den Hartog Family, Johnson 
Services, Ace Hardware, and Cedar 
Brook Garden Center.

We are all looking forward to see-
ing everyone soon for the 2020-2021 
school year!

Falcon Ridge Elementary 
Back to School 2020-21

Welcome Back To School - 
Raven Stream Elementary School

Welcome back to Eagle View

Giesen

Maren Bahler
Director of Curriculum and 
Assessment 

The Educational Services Depart-
ment has been buzzing with activity 
this summer! Teachers from various 
departments and grade 
levels came to the Dis-
trict Office (either in 
person or remotely) 
to intentionally focus 
on ways to continual-
ly meet the needs of 
all students by plan-
ning and adjusting in-
struction accordingly 
during this dedicated time. Specif-
ically, our high school counseling 
team updated college and career 
readiness and social-emotional learn-
ing content that will be delivered to 
all students in grades 9-12 via advi-

sory and elementary primary grades 
teachers have been working on im-
plementing a new phonics program 
called Fundations. The work that has 
occurred this summer has helped our 
teachers prepare for an incredible 
2020-2021 school year!

We continue to provide profession-
al development on best practice liter-
acy instruction as we work on build-
ing a systematic literacy framework 
among our three elementary schools. 
Our literacy framework focuses on 
small group, whole group and inde-
pendent reading instruction using the 
Teachers College curriculum as our 
primary resource. Additionally, many 
elementary teachers are working 
to incorporate a structured writer’s 
workshop this upcoming school year 
as guided through summer profes-
sional development! 

Educational Services Department 
has been buzzing with activity

Bahler

William Remmert
Eagle View Elementary Principal 

Welcome back to our Eagle View 
students and families! This year is 
definitely going to be a new and chal-
lenging school year 
for everyone but we 
are confident that we 
will all work together 
to make it an excellent 
one.  With nearly 600 
students attending in 
person and through 
Distance Learning, we 
will be taking extra 
precautions to ensure the health and 
safety of all our students and staff, we 
are excited to continue to build on the 
collective work that has become our 
standard at Eagle View - working in 
collaboration to ensure high levels of 
learning for all students. 

We are excited about our annu-
al Fall Assessment Conferences on 
August 25 (11 am-8 pm) and 26 (9 

am-6 pm) with all students beginning 
school on Thursday, September 3. As-
sessment Conferences are the chance 
for families to meet their new teacher, 
drop off supplies, and tour the school. 
Lifetouch will also be present in our 
main gym to take student pictures 
before or after their conference. Ad-
ditional family members and siblings 
are discouraged from coming along if 
it doesn’t pertain to their conference, 
in order to maintain social distancing 
for the health and safety of all. 

Finally, this school year we only 
have one new staff member at Eagle 
View and it is our school psycholo-
gist, Julianna Bowen. The entire Ea-
gle View staff is excited to welcome 
her and all our students for the 20-21 
school year!

Thank you for your unwavering 
support and commitment to New 
Prague Area Schools. Please reach 
out if you have any questions.

School start dates for 
New Prague Area District

Thursday, Sept. 3
K-12 - Group A

St. Wenceslaus Catholic School 

Friday, Sept. 4
K-12 - Group B

Tuesday, Sept. 8
District Preschool

Holy Cross Catholic School
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Brad Gregor
Middle School Principal 

We would like to welcome back all fam-
ilies to New Prague Middle School for the 
2020-2021 school year.  I am looking for-
ward to having our students 
back in the building this year 
in some capacity. This school 
year will be like no other year 
that we will experience. Our 
staff has been preparing and 
planning for in-person learn-
ing and distance learning.  
When possible learning will 
be in person and we will be 
offering distance learning for students  that 
opt for that learning platform. We ask for 
your patience, understanding, and support as 
we could be moving in and out of in-person 
learning and distance learning throughout the 
year. We will have routines and procedures 
in place for the safety of our students and 
staff as required by Minnesota Department 
of Health’s Stay Safe Minnesota Return to 
School Plan.

Our building theme this year is “Highway 
To Success.” This theme was chosen by our 
incoming 8th graders and you can expect to 
see and hear this phrase referred to often as 
we provide educational opportunities during 
the school year.  Another theme you will hear 
often at our school this year is “Kindness 
Matters at NPMS.” Like last year our staff 
will be working with our students to promote 

various activities throughout the year relat-
ing to kindness and respecting differences 
throughout our building.

Our teaming concept provides a stu-
dent-centered learning environment that best 
meets the academic, social, and emotional 
needs of middle school students. It allows our 
staff to really get to know the students in the 
smaller learning environment.  Our goal is for 
every student to reach his or her full learning 
potential. We also believe in the importance 
of students being involved in activities and 
we offer many athletic and fine arts activities 
for our students outside of the school day. We 
will try to keep this model intact as much as 
possible but changes could be made due to 
staffing situations.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and limiting 
the number of large gatherings we will not be 
having an open house this year. We will be 
having some optional open building dates for 
students that want to come in and find their 
classrooms and walk the building. This will 
be done by a sign up that will be sent out to 
families once student schedules are finalized.

We are excited to have the following addi-
tion to our staff: Tucker Coil-Personal - Well-
ness and Fitness teacher

We are looking forward to having a great 
year at New Prague Middle School. If you 
have any concerns during the year, please feel 
free to contact us. Let’s have an outstanding 
school year.

Kim Doyle
St. Wenceslaus Principal 

The time has come for our school to be 
back in session. The summer has been adven-
turous as you are well aware, but little by lit-
tle plans are syncing together 
to open our 2020 fall school 
year. St. Wenceslaus Catho-
lic School is aligned with 79 
Catholic schools of the Arch-
diocese of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis under the leadership 
of Archbishop Hebda. We are 
excited to be bringing stu-
dents back into our schools in 
a few weeks. We are so thankful for so many 
people who supported our school throughout 
these past few months, making this possible. 
We have seen incredible generosity, compas-
sion, kindness, and support for our school 
and our staff.

St. Wenceslaus will have students in the 
school building for live face to face instruc-
tion. We are offering a five-day per week 
schedule, where we will continue to have 
our Christ-centered family atmosphere that 
provides an excellent academic program to 
our students in preschool through 8th grade. 
Many specific protocols are now in place to 
keep our students and staff as healthy as pos-
sible. These include forming classroom clus-
ters, planning how to travel in the hallways, 

or using the restroom to avoid intermingling 
of different age groups, and changing what 
was normal. Students will have daily health 
checks, face coverings will be worn, desks 
will be spread apart, lunch will be served dif-
ferently, and so much more to help mitigate 
the virus. Despite these new ways, we will be 
able to teach our students and continue devel-
oping our strong bonding relationships with 
our school family. Like all others, our school 
is prepared to also move into a technolo-
gy-based distance learning plan if the health 
of our community dictates that directive. 
We pray that everyone in the New Prague 
area stays healthy and makes good and wise 
choices so that our teachers and students can 
have a wonderful year together in our school 
building.

We welcome several new teachers to our 
staff this year. We are excited to have them 
join us. We are more richly equipped with 
skills to educate our children as our team 
has participated in many fantastic training 
sessions over the summer months. We have 
some new curriculum, including a robust 
study of social studies and world issues, 
which is timely in today’s circumstances. We 
look forward to using prayer, compassion, 
kindness, and generosity to form our students 
into genuine Christ- centered people within 
our Catholic environment. We are ready! We 
are set! So let’s go!

Constance Krocak
Holy Cross Principal

Greetings from Holy Cross Catholic 
School!  If you haven’t already heard, we 
are planning on opening our school year for 
our students on campus on 
September 8.  We have spent 
much of the summer writing 
pandemic preparedness plans, 
ordering safety and cleaning 
equipment, and rearranging 
our facility to keep our stu-
dents as safe from COVID-19 
infection as we possibly can. 

There are some new facul-
ty members joining our ranks this fall. First, 
Mrs. Mary Duecker is joining us in our mid-
dle school and will teach our ELA classes. 
She has taught at both Bethlehem Academy 
and All Saints Catholic School and brings 
both that experience and her faith to Holy 
Cross. Mrs. Shari Eischens, a New Prague 
resident, has had many years of experience 
in early childhood education. Most recently 
a teacher at St. Hubert’s, Mrs. Eischens will 
be taking on the role of Kindergarten teach-
er.  Finally, Mr. Michael Smith comes to us 
straight from the University of Alabama and 
the U.S.Army. He is our new Social Studies 
teacher for Grades 5-8. New to Minnesota, 
Mr. Smith is already looking forward to ex-
periencing a true, Minnesota winter.  We are 
excited to have these wonderful educators 

join our faculty. They have much to offer our 
students in pedagogy, academics and in faith!

Technology continues to play an import-
ant role in the education of our children.  In 
this age of pandemic preparedness, each of 
our students in Grades K-8th has their own 
technology device.  Chromebooks and iPads 
will not be shared at school, and will be ready 
and available to all should we need to move 
to distance learning at a point in time during 
the school year. 

Holy Cross is very fortunate this year to 
be one of the schools in the Archdiocese that 
will be partnering with Groves Academy, 
a national expert in reading instruction, to 
transform our literacy instruction. The pro-
gram is called Believe and Read.  Believe 
and Read is a three-year initiative that brings 
Groves Academy’s methodology to Holy 
Cross through outstanding professional de-
velopment and teacher coaching. Our goal 
is to ensure that every student at our school 
reads at or above grade level. It’s an exciting 
program that students will happily embrace.

It looks to be quite an exciting year filled 
with stimulating and enjoyable learning ex-
periences for all learners at Holy Cross Cath-
olic School. While some of our classes are 
already filled, if you are interested in joining 
our school community, please contact us, 
come for a tour and see what we have to offer.  
We are always happy to meet you! 

Middle School 
Highway to Success

Ready, Set, and Go....

Holy Cross planning for 
students on campus

Gregor

Kim Harren
Director of Nutrition Services

NPAS Nutrition Services staff is busy pre-
paring for an atypical start to the school year.  
We were very appreciative of the communi-
ty’s support of meals for dis-
tance learners last spring and 
what we have learned from 
that process has helped us 
plan for the new year. Some 
noteworthy changes are 
highlighted in this article.

Last spring, USDA granted 
all school nutrition programs 
in the country a waiver to 
be able to offer all breakfasts and lunches 
for free. At the time of writing this article, 
USDA has not renewed that waiver for the 
2020-21 school year. NPAS Nutrition Ser-
vices is preparing to operate breakfast and 
lunch programs following the regulations 
that were in effect and followed prior to last 
spring’s school closure. All meals will be 
charged to K-12 students based on their free 
or reduced-price meal qualification. It is im-
portant that families complete and submit the 
Application for Educational Benefits prior 
to school starting so that unwanted negative 
balances are not accrued. This is especially 
important for families whose financial situa-
tions may have changed due to circumstances 
related to COVID-19. In addition to receiv-
ing free meals, each family that qualifies for 
free or reduced-price meals assists the district 
with increased revenue streams and qualifica-

tion for grant programs.
As with restaurants and buffets around the 

country, self-service of food is prohibited. 
Students will be served all foods and bever-
ages chosen. Nutrition Services is strategical-
ly planning menus to keep variety and choice, 
but also allow more efficient serving as well 
as accounting for supply chain issues.

The requirements and recommendations 
from the MN Department of Health are guid-
ing the district when planning where students 
will eat breakfast and lunch this year. 

Middle School and High School students 
will have a new way to pay for meals in 
school this year. Instead of entering a PIN 
number, each student will be issued a card 
that can be scanned without contact to access 
their meal account at the point of sale. Cash 
and checks will also no longer be accepted in 
the breakfast or lunch lines, and all transac-
tions will be processed through the students’ 
meal accounts. 

Students who are opting into distance 
learning, or those who are at home during 
their hybrid rotation, will still have access to 
school meals. Families will be able to pre-or-
der breakfast and lunch in advance through 
the Infinite Campus School Store and pick up 
their meals at a designated time and location 
to be announced.

Nutrition Services staff are embracing the 
changes that this school year will have and 
are looking forward to seeing students in the 
buildings again. We will still be smiling, even 
if it is from behind a mask!

Nutrition Services is still smiling

Harren

Doyle

Krocak

 Nicole Adams 
High School Principal 

Despite the unusual circumstances, New 
Prague High School looks forward to wel-
coming students back to the building or back 
to a new distance learning 
model. Last year’s school 
year took a course that no 
one in August of 2019 would 
have predicted. Despite the 
ever changing and evolving 
nature of the pandemic that 
requires constant readjust-
ment, we now know and un-
derstand that being adaptive 
to new circumstances is the 
“new normal.”

We have been tackling every aspect of 
reopening schools during a pandemic since 
May. We are recalibrating every facet of 
schooling from facilities, procedures and sys-
tems to support high levels of learning despite 
the challenges. We ask for your patience, un-
derstanding as we continue to rebuild and 
reshape systems on data that shifts quickly 
and comes to us on shortened timelines. Our 
goal is to be as fluid and as responsive to the 
varied needs of our families and students as 
possible. We will continue to share and com-
municate information in the most timely and 
concise manner as possible and as needed.

We will have routines and procedures 
in place for the safety of our students and 
staff as required by Minnesota Department 
of Health’s Stay Safe Minnesota Return to 
School Plan. We will be sharing specifics 

around these procedures with students and 
families as soon as possible. For those return-
ing to the building for in-person learning in 
any form, school will likely feel very differ-
ent. Nevertheless, these changes do not di-
minish how excited staff are to have you back 
at NPHS. Our students are truly the heartbeat 
of our building and we have missed them ev-
eryday since March 13. We can’t wait to see 
you all soon, whether it’s in person or online 
for students who prefer that to start.

We are excited to have the following ad-
dition to our staff: Naseeba Ramjan - School 
Counselor

Ms. Ramjan comes to NPHS from Hyde 
High School in the Bronx, NY. She has been 
a school counselor for seven years. She at-
tended Columbia Teachers College where 
she earned a master’s degree in teaching 
and learning as well as a master’s in school 
counseling. She is well-versed in restorative 
practices. Her colleagues and students from 
Hyde High School describe her as having an 
incredible ability to understand many per-
spectives, build rapport through empathy, an 
incredible work ethic, commitment to excel-
lence and deep knowledge of best counseling 
and instructional practices. Ms. Ramjan is in 
the process of relocating to Minnesota and we 
look forward to welcoming her to the New 
Prague High School staff. We are thrilled to 
have her on our team.

We are looking forward to having a great 
year at New Prague High School. If you have 
any concerns during the year, please feel free 
to contact us.

New distant learning 
model at High School

Adams

Trcka

Steve Trcka
Transportation Supervisor

Due to COVID, we have had to make, and 
are continuing to make changes in the way 
we are routing, and how we are transporting 
students. We will be follow-
ing the guidelines and re-
quirements set forth by the 
MDE, MDH, and CDC.

In the past we have re-
quested that parents fill 
out a simple transportation 
form if they have moved, 
changed daycares, etc. This 
year we have removed all 
students from routes and have asked parents 
to fill out a transportation form only if they 
need transportation. If a child needs transpor-
tation this year, the form must be filled out.  
If the form is not filled out, we assume trans-
portation is not needed. If in the future some-
thing changes, we ask that parents simply fill 
out the transportation request form, and we 
will get the child on a bus.

Parents, school staff, and drivers need to 

work with and educate students on how to 
keep everyone safe on the school bus. In or-
der for a child to be safe on the school bus 
he/she must stay seated and face forward 
any time the bus is in motion. Students that 
decide not to follow the rules will lose the 
privilege of riding the bus, so we can keep 
everyone safe.

Busing information can be found on the 
Campus Portal and will be updated night-
ly.  As families move in and out of the dis-
trict, change daycares, etc., pick up and drop 
off times, locations, and bus numbers may 
change. Please be sure to look at busing in-
formation often, and especially the day be-
fore school begins.

We appreciate the confidence families have 
placed in us to get their children to and from 
school safely. We also appreciate the oppor-
tunity to work for such an amazing District 
and the great students that attend New Prague 
Area Schools!

We look forward to another year of serving 
all of the families attending New Prague Area 
Schools, St. Wenceslaus and Holy Cross!

Transportation update

newpraguetimes.com 
for the latest in news and local sports!24/7

We’re here for you
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Adults
 • Fitness, Wellness, 
  Recreation
 • Arts, Crafts, Hobbies
 • History & Current Events 
 • Financial Planning
 • Online Learning
 • Adult Basic Education/
  GED/English Language 
  Learners

Youth
 • Theater & Arts
 • Brain Boosters
 • STEM
 • Health & Safety
 • Fitness & Sports
 • Driver’s Education
 • Kids’ Company 
  School Age Care

Early Learning
 • Preschool
 • Parent/Child Classes 
  & Events
 • Early Childhood Screening
 • WRAP Child Care

Aquatics
 • Swim Lessons
 • Lifeguard Training
 • Neptunes Swim Club

Fun, Relevant, Safe

 Register online at ce.isd721.org or call New Prague Area Community Education at 952-758-1734.

New Prague Area Community Education…
Because you are never too old or young to learn.

EDUCATION

FA L L  2 0 2 0

SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER

COMMUNITY

Adult Enrichment, Adult Basic Education, Youth Enrichment,       

Aquatics, Early Childhood Family Education, Preschool, WRAP, 

Kids’ Company

Check out the plethora of in-person and on-line classes 
at

npaschools.ce.eleyo.com

Private
Preschool

Private PreK

Belle Plaine
#952-873-3331

New Prague
#952-758-5437

Make your child’s first 5 
school years a priority,

choose Memories & 
Milestones Academy.

Early Learning from 2 ______________________________________________________________
tives, instructional items, toys and areas 
of the classroom will be cleaned and 
disinfected after use. Students will have 
their own school supplies so the highly 
used items will not be shared with any-
one else. We are focusing on following 
the guidelines and using developmental-
ly appropriate practices.

Online Preschool and ECFE Distance 
Learning classes have been added. If 
your family chooses to remain in your 
home this is an excellent option for you. 
The Online Distance Learning Preschool 
program will use the same curriculum 

and content as in person preschool. 
Every month, pick up a preschool pack-
et, each week, receive an extensive digi-
tal lesson, once a month meet online and 
an optional in-person small setting class-
room experience is available.

ECFE online distance learning options 
include a brand new Baby and Me class. 
You can join live with other parents and 
their babies for this special time togeth-
er. Enjoy interacting with your baby 
through songs, simple games and exer-
cises. Meet other parents online to dis-
cuss parenting topics. Our families with 

children ages 1-4 can attend ECFE class,  
pick up a packet every month, receive a 
weekly prerecorded circle time that you 
can watch and participate with your child 
when it is convenient for you and meet 
weekly online to connect with other par-
ents. Both in person and online classes 
are facilitated by a licensed teacher.

To receive more information about 
our program offerings in person or on-
line please visit our website https://npa-
schools.ce.eleyo.com/  or call us at 952 
758 1670.

2020-2021 
Activities 

Department
Brad Skogerboe
Activities Director

The New Prague Area 
Schools Activities Depart-
ment is excited about the 
2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 
school year.  
The 2019-2020 
school year 
was a difficult 
one due to the 
C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic and 
we are hope-
ful that things 
return to a form of normal-
cy this year.  The 2019-2020 
school year saw WCC East 
Championships in Girls Bas-
ketball and Wrestling with 
a large number of individu-
al successes as well.  There 
were 3 senior basketball play-
ers that scored 1000 points in 
their NPHS careers: Amanda 
Giesen, Parker Johnson, & 
Emily Russo.  We also had 
3 wrestlers reach the state 
finals (Joey Novak - Gr. 9; 
Nick Novak - Gr. 11; & Will 
Busch - Gr. 12) with a total 
of 6 wrestlers placing in the 
top 6 of the state tournament.  
Our Adapted Floor Hock-
ey team finished the regular 
season with an undefeated 
record and were poised for 
a strong postseason appear-
ance before the cancellation 
of the State Tournament.

The Spring season cancel-
lation took away opportuni-
ties for our Spring athletes 
and fine artists and I’m con-
fident there would have been 
more successes if they were 
allowed to compete, or per-
form.  I was happy with the 
way our program leaders, and 
students, handled the difficult 
news and I was happy for the 
virtual opportunities that our 
coaches/advisors provid-
ed.  It was far from an ideal 
Spring (or Summer), but ev-
eryone worked together to try 
to provide the best possible 
experiences for our students.  
I was very appreciative, and 

proud, of everyone’s efforts 
during these tough times.  

Due to guidelines from 
the Minnesota Department 
of Health, there will still be 
some obstacles for the 2020-
2021 school year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  We 
must monitor crowd size and 
enforce face coverings to try 
to ensure the health of our 
students, and our communi-
ties.  As a result of the crowd 
size limitations, we are going 
to provide live streaming op-
tions this school year.  I feel 
this will be a great option for 
many reasons and we will 
provide more information in 
the near future.

For the third year, our de-
partment is handling all Ac-
tivities at the Middle School 
and High School.  Kevin 
Kleiner, Assistant A.D., is in 
his second year in this posi-
tion and we are lucky to have 
2 great assistants in Colleen 
Osborne (Middle School) 
and Lynn Swaggert (High 
School).  We all work togeth-
er in an effort to create great 
experiences for the students 
of ISD #721.  Please feel free 
to contact any of us to get 
your questions answered in a 
timely manner.  You can also 
find information about our 
athletic, fine arts, and club 
opportunities at www.nph-
sathletics.sportngin.com.

The 2020-2021 school year 
will be the first year for Var-
sity Boys & Girls Lacrosse.  
Both programs started two 
years ago as JV squads in 
2018-2019 and were sup-
posed to have their first varsi-
ty season last Spring.  Due to 
the Spring cancellation, how-
ever, their first varsity season 
will be this Spring.   Coaches 
Julie Bowers-Wegner (Girls) 
and Paul Newton (Boys) will 
do a great job with these pro-
grams and we’re extremely 
happy with the program’s 
development in such a short 
period of time. 

Skogerboe



For Children
1. Cross only at designated school crossings

2. Walk across streets - DO NOT RUN.

3. Look all ways before crossing.

4. Do not cross between parked vehicles.

5. Obey the safety patrol.

6. Where there are no sidewalks, walk on the left  
	 side	-	facing	the	oncoming	traffic.

7. Never accept rides from strangers.
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Insurance Agency, Inc.
111 East Main St, New Prague    

952-758-2433
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

1300 1st St. NE
New Prague

952-758-4440
Hours:

M-F 7:30am - 8pm
Sat. 7:30am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

SKLUZACEK 
CABINETRY 
& WOODWORKING
Custom cabinets for your entire house

Dave Skluzacek, 
Owner

612-986-8443

www.edinarealty.com
138 West Main St., New Prague • 952-758-4112

Parkview 
Medical Clinic

Family Physicians

Specializing in you!
The physicians at Parkview Medical Clinic 

are available now to complete your preschool, 
kindergarten and athletic physicals.

DANIEL R. BERG, M.D.
MICHAEL P. O’ROURKE, M.D.

JEAN CRAIG, M.D.
HEATHER HAMERNICK, M.D.
Hours: 8:30 a.m.  - 5 p.m., Mon. - Fri.

8:30 a.m. - Noon, Sat.
Phone: 952-758-2535

After Hours: 952-758-2536
1400 1st St. N.E., New Prague

Our friendly & concerned 
neighborhood service 

providers and merchants 
have joined together to bring 

you these important safety 
tips. Have a happy, healthy 

and safe school year.

1102 1st St. NE
New Prague
952-758-9440

www.pizzaranch.com
Buffet Hours:
Sun. thru Sat.

11 am to 1:30 pm
5 to 7:30 pm

Fri. & Sat. 5 to 8 pm

STASNEY 
ELECTRIC
15970 320th St., New Prague
(Jct. 13-21 So. & Le Sueur Cty. 28 East)

952-758-2546

Purchasing home, life, and business is just one of many ways to save. 

SAVE BIG WITH 
MULTIPLE POLICIES

 
rschoenecker@farmersagent.com

Ron Schoenecker
Your Local Agent

952.758.2879

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other
a�iated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Many Thanks to
2020-2021 NP Area Schools Transportation

We are Earth/Eco Friendly!

952-758-6265 
Cell 952-292-4413

www.ambrozplumbing.com

Brad Carlson Insurance Agency
226 Main St. E., New Prague

(Across from St. Wenceslaus Church in the TrueLife Realty building!)

952-758-2055

bradcarlsonagency.com Brad Carlson
Partner Agent

Bus Drivers
Emily Anderson

Alice Chlan
Tim Chlan

Alvin Chlan
Missy Church
Charlie Cook

Wally Eischens
Missy Gunkel

Darrell Hatlevig
Wayne Hillstrom
Jennifer Holthaus

Greg Jindra
Franny Kvam
Rich Larson
Mandy Lenz

Carol Lockhart
Leon Meger
Roger Novak
Jim Novotny
Sandy Rezac

Lori Ryan 
Paul Scharf
Linda Sirek

Kelly Tikalsky
Roxanne Tuma
Terry VonBank
Jim Williams

Deb Wirt
Carrie Zachary
Doug Zimanske

Van Drivers
John Hadfield

Mary Ingebretson
Jim Kaufman
Lisa Scharf

Diane Seifert
Larry Wright

Office Assistant
Tammy Murray

Substitute Drivers
Doug Amundsen
Mike Bartusek

Mike Blanchette
Doug Borwege
Adam Breheim

Tom Fadden
Ed Hrabe
Joe Hrabe

Jerry Iverson
Adam Jeurissen

Brian Karger
Mark Kubes
Ken Lucas

Andrea Nelson
Wayne Overson
Dennis Palma
George Prokes

Ron Ryan
Steve Schoenbauer

Dan  Schoenecker
Paul Seurer

Arnie Shimota
Rick Sirek

Greg Solheid
Dana Stephens
Jerry Stephens

Matt Sticha
Tim Thorp

Ken Villwock
Ron Weiers

Carrie  Zachary

Mechanics
Andrew Bisek
Tim Dvorak

Transportation 
Supervisor
Steve Trcka

NEW PRAGUE 
1100 1st St. NE 
952-758-2265

Member FDICwww.roundbank.com  

For Drivers
1. NEVER pass a stopped bus 
	 when	red	lights	are	flashing.

2. Watch for children in residential areas 
 and around school zones.

3. Obey speed limits - especially in school zones.

4.	Obey	all	traffic	lights	and	traffic	guards.

SCHOOL BUS 
DRIVER’S PRAYER

Lord, 
help me be friendly 

and cautious and kind,
and put all distractions 
right out of my mind.
Help all of my riders 

arrive safe and sound.
And make mine 

the happiest 
school bus around.

Dr. Jeremy Tupy, Dr. Jolene Otremba 
Doctors of Chiropractic

Back and Neck Clinic
of New Prague

201 East Main St., New Prague, MN

952-758-5135

On the West End!
952-758-6767

Jct. of Hwys. 13, 19 & 21

New Prague, MN

River Country 
Co-op

Car Troubles? We Fix Everything!
We Service All

Makes & Models!

1658 3rd Ave. SW, 
New Prague

Attorneys | Advisors | AdvocAtes

119 East Main strEEt, nEw PraguE, Mn 56071  |  PhonE: 952-758-4161  |  Fax: 952-758-4085  |  www.lawyErsnP.coM

RichaRd F. WoRnson

chRistopheR e. MoRRis

patRick h. GoGGins

eRic B. BReveR

Michael p. heRRMann

RoBeRt J. GoGGins, RetiRed

WoRnson GoGGins pc

COMMITMENT  TO GETTING RESULTS.
Providing skilled legal representation

Including Personal Injury & Criminal Defense

952.758.4161 
www.lawyersnp.com • 119 East Main Street • New Prague

After Hours Emergencies: 952.201.0838 or 952.994.6842
Evening & weekend appointments available.

COMMITMENT  TO GETTING RESULTS.
Providing skilled legal representation

Including Personal Injury & Criminal Defense

952.758.4161 
www.lawyersnp.com • 119 East Main Street • New Prague

After Hours Emergencies: 952.201.0838 or 952.994.6842
Evening & weekend appointments available.

Go to www.gsrm.org for more information or call 952-758-8729

GOPHER STATE 
RAILWAY MUSEUM

25501 Helena Blvd., New Prague, MN

Patty’s 
Place

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

108 E. Main St.
New Prague

952-758-5808

Hours: M-F 6am - 5pm
Sat-Sun. 6am - 3pm

pattysplace@bevcomm.net

 • Specialty Coffees 
 • Decorated Cakes 
 • Breads & Pastries 
   Baked Daily 
 • Hand-dipped Ice Cream
 • Lunch
  •  Breakfast Sandwiches

www.pattysplacenp.com

Open: Monday-Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-3 or by appointment

952-758-4588
133 Main Street W, New Prague

www.kubesfurnitureflooring.com

115 Main Street West, New Prague, MN 56071

952-758-2501  •  www.bevcomm.net

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
See me for car, home, life and health insurance.

Molly McGillen, Agent/Owner
201 Main St. W., New Prague, MN 

952-758-6261
molly@mollymcgillen.com

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

M-T-W-F 
8:30 am - 6 pm

Th. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Sat. 8 am - 3 pm

Closed Sun.
skluzmeats@yahoo.com

Enter from the West side. Use Mill St. to get to our store.

Skluzacek’s 
Quality Meats, LLC
400 West Main St. New Prague, MN 56071

952-758-MEAT (6328)
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